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A national seminar on the topic “Net Neutrality and Free Data for making Digital India” was 

conducted on 3
rd

 December 2016 by the MakhanlalChaturvedi National University of 

Journalism & Communication in Association with Computer Society of India and Faculty of 

Engineering, Christ University. The goal of the seminar was to highlight the various issues 

surrounding the concept of net neutrality and how it plays a vital role in establishing “Digital 

India”. Also, the various challenges faced in India in attempting to ensure net neutrality were 

explored.  

The seminar hosted many prominent speakers from various fields relevant to net neutrality 

such as Telecommunications, Networkingand Journalism. The seminar saw participation 

from many students from Bangalore University, Christ University as well as 

MakhanlalChaturvedi National University of Journalism & Communication. 

The seminar began with an inaugural session, chaired by  

 Fr. Benny Thomas, Director, Faculty of Engineering, Christ University 

 DrDurgesh Mishra, Chairman of Computer Society of India, Division IV 

 Shri Amit Prakash, Convener, Centre for IT and Public Policy, IIIT Bangalore 

 Prof. B.K. Kuthiala, Vice Chancellor, MakhanlalChaturvedi National University of 

Journalism & Communication 

 Dr Iven Jose, Associate Dean, Faculty of Engineering, Christ University, Bengaluru. 

The welcome address was delivered by Fr. Benny Thomas, Director and Dean, Faculty of 

Engineering, Christ University. Following which, Prof. K. Balachandran, H.O.D, Dept. of 

Computer Science and Engineering, Christ University introduced the special guest, Dr 

Durgesh Mishra who then addressed the audience and briefed them about net neutrality. 

Following which Dr Samiksha Shukla introduced the chairpersonProf. B.K. Kuthiala who 

then addressed the gathering, sharing his vision for his university. The Key Note speech was 

delivered by Shri Amit Prakash on “The Impact of Net Neutrality on Digital India and the 

current status of digital India and the advancements that it have already been made, he mainly 



focussed on the impacts that net neutrality have, and what can be done to improve the 

existing policies. The inaugural session concluded at 11.30 AM. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The first technical session started at 11:30AM which covered “Trends, Determinants and 

Challenges” faced by Net Neutrality in India. These sessions featured four speakers: 

 Mr Srinivas S. Galgali,Advisor TRAI Bangalore. 

 Mr Kiran Jonnalagadda, volunteer trustee, savetheinternet.in campaign of India. 

 Dr C.P. Agrawal, Professor, Dept. of Computer Science and Applications, MCNUJC. 

 Ms Sneha Banerjee, Senior Correspondent, Entrepreneur India Magazine. 

The first speaker, Mr. Srinivas S Galgali covered the various nuances of how the Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India, TRAI functions and how Free Data would be implemented in 

India. The second speaker, Mr. Kiran Jonnalagaddaspoke about the savetheinternet.in 

campaign, how crucial net neutrality is, and how normal citizens can contribute and 

participate in the discussions surrounding the policies that govern net neutrality in India. The 

third speaker, Dr C. P. Agrawal gave a brief overview on how net neutrality affects education 

and the importance in maintaining net neutrality.The session was concluded by Ms. Sneha 

Banerjee. She gave a glimpse into how net neutrality affects start-ups and how detrimental to 

start up growth it would be, if net neutrality were to be violated. The session was followed by 

a small tea break. 



 

 

 

The second session began at 1:15 PM. The objective of this session was to highlight Net 

Neutrality and Digital India. The session featured three speakers: 

 MrPronabMohanty, Deputy Director General,UIDAI, Govt. of India 

 Dr Mohammed Misbahuddin, Sr. Technical Officer at Centre for Development and 

Advanced Computing, CDAC 

 Dr SunitaDwivedi, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Computer Science and Application, 

MCNUJC 

Mr. PronabMohanty talked about AADHAR as a base to digital India. He highlighted the key 

points as to why Aadhar is such a powerful tool and how it can be leveraged to propel Digital 

India. The session was followed by a session by Dr MohhammedMisbahuddin. 

DrMisbahuddin showcased the various projects currently being developed at CDAC that aims 

to digitise all the services and functions that the government provides. DrSunitaDwivedi 

concluded the session with a short glimpse into the current prospects of Digital India for the 

future engineers. She also talked about the Skill India initiative and its contributions towards 

Digital India. This session ended at 2.30pm for a lunch break.  



 

 

After lunch break , the session started at 3.30pm andfeatured four speakers : 

 Dr V Shridhar, IIIT Bangalore. 

 Dr Anurag Seetha, H.O.D, Dept. of Computer Science & Applications, MCNUJC 

 Shri Udayan Banerjee, Secretary, Cloud Computing Innovation Council of India 

 Mr Filbert Minj, Principal Research Scientist, Digital Library Project, IISC Bangalore 

The session began with Dr V Shridhar who talked about “Net Neutrality and how it affects 

different entities along the value chain”.The session was continued by Dr AnuragSeetha , 

H.O.D, Dept. of Computer Science and Applications, MCNUJC who discussed the basics of 

net neutrality and the internet. He also addressed the future of net neutrality with reference to 

online education. Mr.Udayan Banerjee, Secretary of cloud computing Innovation Council of 

India shared his thoughts about cloud computing as a contribution to digital India. He also 

covered the role of the Cloud Computing Innovation Council in building Digital India. Mr. 

Filbert Minj showcased the Digital Library Project and how maintaining net neutrality is key 

to ensure the success of such projects. The session concluded with a tea break. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



The final technical session for the seminar continued after the break and focused on the issues 

surrounding net neutrality, “Net Neutrality, a catalyst or inhibitor?” It featured 3 speakers: 

 Shri Amol Raina, Director Engineering,CISCO, Bangalore. 

 Shri Manoj Niwariya, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Computer Science and 

Application, MCNUJC 

 Dr K. Balachandran, H.O.D, Dept. of Computer Science and Engineering, Faculty of 

Engineering, Christ University. 

Shri Amol Raina,Director Engineering, CISCO, Bangalore discussed about the pros and cons 

of net neutrality and reasoning whether is it harmful or beneficialto our society. His argument 

outlined the possible drawbacks of net neutrality with respect to dedicated network channels 

in case of emergencies. He also discussed the views that many IT companies share regarding 

net neutrality and free data. Shri Manoj Niwariya followed with a very broad discussion as to 

what net neutrality is, what cloud computing is, and how the two could be connected.In the 

last session by Dr K. Balachandran discussed theconstrains of net neutrality, and its impact 

on big data analytics and cloud computing. 

 

 



 

The vote of thanks was given by Dr Aashish Joshi, Professor& Head, Dept. of Electronic 

Media, MCNUJC, Bhopal. MCNUJC representative were delighted to ge associated with 

Christ University on the occasion. 

From Christ University Mr Krishna, President-CSI Student Branch, proposed vote of thanks 

to all the participants and guests from MCNUJC, BU and various Government & Corporate 

agencies. 


