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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

 

CISCO WOMAN ROCK IT 

 

Date:16
th

 November 2017 

Time:9:00 am to 1:30 pm 

Venue:Faculty of Engineering Christ University, Administration block auditorium 

Speaker/s: 

1. Speaker 1:  Ms Kathy Gong, Co-Founder, Wafa Games 

2. Speaker 2: Ms Mary McCulloch, Founder, Project Vive 

3. Speaker 3:Dr Nachamai Sundar, Research Scientist, Siemens Technology India 

4. Speaker 4:Ms Shaila B Mudigonda, COO at Techno Ascent Solutions Academy 

5. Speaker 5:Dr Saritha RC, Senior Technical Officer at CDAC 

 

Target Audience (Students):Women Participants from  

1. Faculty of engineering (Department of Computer Science and Engineering, ECE, 

EEE, Mechanical, Civil)  

2. Institute of management Christ University. 

3. Mount Carmel College, Bangalore 

4.  Christ University, Department of Sciences. 

Faculty Members: 

1. Ms Rohini G 

2. Ms J Thomas 

3. Ms Divyashree 

4. Ms Shwetha BN 

5. Ms Gokulapriya R 

6. Ms  Sujatha AK 

7. Ms Merin Thomas 

8. Ms Vandana Reddy 
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9. Ms Spoorthi MS 

10. Ms Mausumi G 

11. Ms Dheera  

12. Ms Sumitha VS 

 

Total Participants Present: 367 

 

SESSION 1: 

The first speaker was Ms. Kathy Gong, CEO/Co-Founder of WAFA Games. She was coming 

in live to us from Beijing, China. She gave us a very inspiring and powerful explanation 

about Social Entrepreneurship and told us that if we are aspiring entrepreneurs, we should 

“Think Global and not just within National Borders”. She kept telling us that we need to and 

we will face failures but we should never stop at them but move on and find out where we 

went wrong. She stated “Great innovations never took place without nearly 99-100 failures”. 

She then shared her inspiring story of becoming the strong, independent woman that she is 

today. She shared with us that when she has gone through great depression when she was a 

student in Columbia University and how she was racially criticized because of her accent. 

She said she overcame all that and is now a successful CEO of one of the leading game 

developing companies in the world. She told us going through these stages she had found two 

important points that made her the woman she is today: Persevere and Fail Forward. Ms. 

Kathy then moved on and spoke to us about Technology and Artificial Intelligence and the 

steps that revolve around the “AI Law”: Small Sample Data, NLP (Natural Language 

Processing), MVP (Minimum Viable Product), Deep Learning, Growing Data and In-Depth 

Product. She also explained the differences between Linear and Complex when it comes to 

Industrial, Internet and Artificial Intelligence. She concluded her session by quoting “Seize 

the chance. Do good. Make our dream a reality”. 

Her session was very insightful and inspiring and made us think with a whole new 

perspective when it came to achieving something in life and becoming successful. 

The 2nd webinar was from Pennsylvania, USA. Ms. Mary Elizabeth McCulloch is a 

Biomedical Engineering graduate from Ecuador where she was an exchange student and is 

now the CEO/Co-Founder of Project Vive. She got the inspiration for this project when she 

had volunteered in an orphanage for children and adults with disabilities. She wanted to help 

the ones who were not able to speak. When she researched, she found out that there are 4.6 

million people in the world that have cerebral palsy or ALS that can’t speak. Ms. Mary 
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Elizabeth was determined to make a device which enabled the disabled people who can’t 

speak to respond or communicate when they need to. 

That’s when she came up with “Project Vive”. It is an initiative to give a voice to people with 

communication disabilities through accessible technology. In doing so, they are utilizing 

technology to develop, manufacture, and distribute a low cost speech generation device. 

Project Vive is now a team of ten engineers and programmers with a mission to give a voice 

to the voiceless, by making our technology accessible to all. 

She also told us about the Voz Box. The Voz Box gives the people with disabilities 

opportunities to demonstrate employable skills, bring new ideas to the market, allows them to 

contribute to the society and, ultimately, break the stigma behind disabilities. 

Ms. Mary Elizabeth then moved onto elaborate her success story and what made her 

determined to achieve what she has achieved today. She opined that imperfections and 

failures and mistakes don’t mean that we can’t do it, but only gives us a wider perspective on 

how to do it better and think about where we went wrong. “Failures make us do better and 

learn a lot!” she quoted. She ended her session by giving us a final message “Set a goal so big 

that you can’t achieve it until you grow into the person who can”. 

Session 2 

The second session started off strong. It included talks by three speakers, all powerful women 

in their own fields. Women who have continued to grow and evolve in their career. 

First speaker:The first speaker for the day was Dr Nachamai M, a data scientist in Siemen’s, 

a gold medallist from Madras University, and one our very own Christite family. She themed 

her session on data analytics, her specialization. She explained how the world moved on from 

the 1st wave of the data platform where storage was expensive and systems were monolithic 

to the 3rd wave where storage was big and fast and there was OSS prominence. She 

emphasised on how data is converted to information which is then transformed to knowledge, 

and so how it is very often used for business insights through a series of steps of data 

management, performance analytics and visual representation. She also gave the audience 

glimpse into the concept of machine learning and deep learning with a fun example. She 

ended her talk with an inspiring quote, “Life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s 

courage.” 

 

Second speaker: The second speaker for the day was Mrs Shaila Mudigonda, COO of TASA, 

a Microsoft certified professional with more than two decades of experience. She was a 

believer in the future of IoT and hence, that is what she based her talk on. She went with a 

more general approach, explaining to the students from various fields about the concept of 

IoT, its importance and its scope in the future. She listed out the six basic things one needs to 



CU_CSE_2017_18_EVENT_GUESTTALK_NAME_NOV17_v1  

 

 
 
 
 

make anything smart, those being: the thing, a unique identity, a CPU chip, a sensor, and 

communication ability. She insisted that is easy to materialize your dream if you have the 

basic skill set and the determination to work on it. Her goal was simple: To make IoT more 

affordable and available to the common man. She ended her session with a few tips for the 

students to work on their IoT projects.  

 

Third speaker:The third and final speaker in the second session was Dr Saritha, the creator of 

the Namma Metro app, a woman specializing in AR. She didn’t hesitate to go in-depth into 

the topic. She started off explaining about AR devices, where they’re being used and to what 

extent. She then went on to explain all the steps one needs to complete to get augmented 

reality working. These included content, context, projection, perception and markers. She 

also enumerated the uses of AR and all the fields it could be of assistance in. It encompassed 

the medical domain, entertainment, education, tourism, advertisement and governance. She 

believed that there was a lot more to be done in the field, that there are more than just AR 

books and boards that AR has more to offer in the future. 

 

Conclusion: This marked the end of the conference and so it’d only be apt to render a vote of 

thanks to the speakers, the management, faculties and the audience who all played a big part 

in making it a success. This vote of thanks was given by ShaliniTirkey, a student of the IT 

department, after which the dignitaries took leave and the conference was officially closed. 

 Further the students registered for the various courses,rolled out by Cisco. Registration 

details were handed over to teacher-in-charge for the smooth conduction of course. 
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