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ABSTRACT

Special schools are the most widespread in the country among the various models for the education of children
with intellectual disability, The present research attempted to determine the effectiveness of special schools
rendering gervices for children with intellectual disability. This study explored the various practices in special
schools and the progress of children in self-care, behaviour and communication after receiving special
education. The study also focused on understanding the progress of children with mild, moderate, and severe
intellectual disability. The study used mixed research method. Convergent paratlel design was utilized, in which
quantitative and qualitative data were collected concurrently and then integrated to achieve a result. The
quantitative data was collected from caretakers of 98 children, using a standardized tool, Behavioural
Assessment Scale for Indian Children with Mental Retardation (BASIC-MR). A self-structured interview
schedule was used for qualitative research and collected information from 12 special schools. Cases were
developed for each school and used within case analysis to Identify significant statements. Cross case analysis
was conducted to identify categories of statements common to all schools. Themes were developed from the

cases using thematic analysis.

The impact of special education on the self-care, communication and behaviour of children with intellectual
disability were analyzed with Wilcoxon Signed Rank test using the baseline data and their progress of the
children after three years in special schools. The result shows that there are changes in behaviour, self-care and
communication of children with ID after they joined special school. The results also highlighted that there is a
difference in children's progress based on the level of intellectual disability (mild, moderate and severe), The
qualitative analysis explained the best practices exhibited by special schools for children with ID.
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