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In October of 2019, Prasanna Heggodu, social 

activist and theatre director, went on an 

indefinite fast to pressure the government into 

paying heed to the handmade crafts sector and 

the need for a ‘sacred economy.’  

On 25th January 2020, he and other esteemed 

environmentalists and labour activists graced 

the Bangalore Central campus of CHRIST 

(Deemed to be University) to provide students 

valuable insights into labour. For the Panel 

Discussion titled ‘Labour and YOU,’ Mr Heggodu was accompanied by Rajalaxmi Kamath 

(Professor, Center for Public Policy, IIMB), Dr Jyotsna Jha (Director, Center for Budget and 

Policy Studies), Dr K Prakash (Labor Activist) and Supriya Rangarajan, a Masters student in 

Applied Economics, currently studying in CHRIST (Deemed to be University). The Grama Seva 

Sangh, in collaboration with the Department of Media Studies, provided a platform for the 

esteemed speakers to engage in a constructive discussion about labour in contemporary society 

and the many issues surrounding it. Dr Kailash Koushik, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Media Studies moderated the discussion. 

Sacred Economy, as described by Grama 

Seva Sangh, is a system of production 

with maximum number of jobs and 

minimum losses to the environment. The 

event started with a keynote speech by 

Mr Heggodu. During his address, he 

emphasized the importance of labour 

and its relationship with the climate 

emergency and the looming recession. 

This was followed by each speaker 

coming up and providing insight on their 

respective views regarding the topic. 

Mrs Kamath began the discussion by 



talking about how labour is dealt with in mainstream academia. She pointed out that labour has 

lately lost out to capital and has become a commodity that can be “bought and sold with 

impunity.” She was followed by Dr K Prakash, who took issues with the term “labour” itself and 

highlighted the stark reality of labour in our country. His solutions focused on taking technology 

out of the hands of “profit-mongers.” In lieu of this, Dr Jha addressed the importance of 

feminization of the work force and how caste, gender, and class play roles in deciding what kind 

of labour an individual does. Lastly, Supriya Rangarajan spoke of organized and unorganized 

labour and the immeasurability of the informal sector.  

 

As all these different worldviews came together, students were able to understand the issue of 

labour in-depth and understand the crux of India’s economic situation. The event came to a close 

with a question-answer round where students were encouraged to have their own discussions 

with the panel members. All in all, each member of the audience walked away with an educated 

perspective on labour, making the discussion a huge success.  

 

 


