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ABSTRACT

The proposed thesis aims to study the conception and evolution of the idea of Zhonghua minzu through the
contestations between nation building and ethnic identity paradigms in China. The rise of an indigenous
ideology to advance and project a cumulative Chinese identity has occurred in the state of China. The 56
ethnic groups are recognised by the Chinese state. The conception of Zhonghua minzu elucidates an
overarching national identity over the ethnic identity. The frontier regions have seen ethnic conflicts due to the
policies of the government of the day. This study will be undertaking an assessment of the implications of
these policies in the territory of Inner Mongolia. The implementation of the idea of Zhonghua minzu has
caused conflicts among the minorities in China. The Mongols in Inner Mongolia have agitated against the new
faws rolled out by the government. These responses will be an important part of the framework as they
provide an empirical picture of the interactions between national and ethnic identity. A predictive theoretical
analysis will be provided to elaborate upon the identity politics within the paradigms of nationalism. The
development of Chinese national identity will also be assessed under the lens of world IR to juxtapose the
unique and similar characteristics of its evolution.
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