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ABSTRACT

The Indian Ocean Region is pivotal in facilitating connectivity and fostering relationships between
South Asia, the Middle East, the Eastern coast of Africa, and various islands across different regions.
The dominance of petroleum in commerce stems from the Indian Ocean becoming a crucial route for
transporting crude oil to Europe, North America, and East Asia. India's foreign policy primarily
focuses on prioritising its neighbouring countries. The Indian Ocean region is dominated by major
players, including the United States of America, China, the UK, India, Japan, Australia, and France.
These countries have unique strategic priorities and policies they pursue in the region. China is more
concerned about the IOR because it is increasingly becoming a hub for the transport of goods, energy
resources, and petroleum products. More than 80 per cent of global seaborne oil trade passes through
the IOR. The role and importance of the Indian Ocean Rim Association for regional cooperation
(IORA) are also prominent in this region. Furthermore, China is utilizing its economic ties with the
region to boost its naval power and strengthen its position in the global economy. China intends to
safeguard its sea lanes and limit India's influence in these regions. Based on recent studies, China's
increasing involvement in the IOR can be attributed to its attempt to counterbalance the influence of
Japan and the U.S. This study simultaneously seeks to establish China's dominance and to assess the
region through alternative means. China's strategic plans in the IOR include the Belt and Road
Tnitiative, debt trap policies, the string of pearls theory, and the revival of trade routes, all aimed at
consolidating its regional power. This study tries to analyse Chinese strategic interests in the JOR and

their impact on India’s interests.
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