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ABSTRACT

Muziris is one of India’s most prominent ancient ports in Kerala from the lst Century BCE. This
ancient port has trade connections with Romans, Greeks, Persians, Chinese, Egyptians and holds an
important place in the maritime history of Kerala. The Muziris Heritage Project (MHP), established
with an objective of preserving this history of Muziris, has built and renovated museums and
monumental sites for a global audience. Muziris is studied in terms of the archaeological findings
from Pattanam, through socio-political contexts, yet the continuity of the living history of the space
is absent in the scholarly works. The rescarch addresses this gap through examining culinary
artefacts to understand how Muziris is remembered, re-imagined and presented in private domestic
spaces. For this, the research will evaluate and analyse the reproduction of personal memories and
familial identities to identify the tensions between the everyday practices and official narratives,
thereby questioning representations that exclude the living culinary continuity of Muziris,
Considering that Muziris was the first place to welcome Christianity, the site of the Cheraman Juma
Masjid (the first mosque in India), the venue of the famous Kodungallur Bharani festival, home to
Jewish cultural heritage and royal palaces, this research employs an ethnographic study to analyse
Mugziris as a ‘religious microcosm’. The ethnographic study will focus on the regions now considered
as part of Muziris, extending from North Paravur in Ernakulam to Kodungallur in Thrissur under the
Muziris Heritage Project (MHP). Incorporating evidence from semi-structured interviews, participant
observation methods, maps and photographs, the research will collect narratives from families about
their personal and collective memories, family history, culture and traditions of culinary practices to
examine them closely in relation to the excavations happening in Muziris, by Kerala Council for
Historical Research (KCHR), in collaboration with the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The
research findings reveal the selective representation and remembrance of identities, the exclusion of
regional culinary culture from the official narratives of Muziris, while emphasising the importance of
culinary artefacts, power dynamics, and discontinuities in living culinary history.
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