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ABSTRACT

This thesis critically examines the representation of non-normative genders and sexualities in
contemporary queer graphic memoirs set in the United States, focusing on Gender Queer by Maia
Kobabe, I'm a Wild Seed by Sharon Lee De La Cruz, and Spellbound by Bishakh Som. Through a
close analysis of visual and verbal narrative strategies, the study explores how these works negotiate
the complexities of queer embodiment, fluid sexualities, and intersectional identities. Drawing on
queer theory, feminist thought, and comics studies, the thesis highlights how the graphic memoir
form enables nuanced articulations of identity that resist fixed binaries and dominant cultural scripts.

Foregrounding the interplay between form and content, this research analyses how the selected texts
queer the genre of memoir itself—through strategies such as visual metaphor, embodied imagery,
substitutive doubling, and chromatic narration, among others, which reconfigure narrative structure,
voice, and self-representation beyond realist and linear conventions. These formal strategies allow
the authors to challenge genre conventions and expand the possibilities of life writing beyond
conventional modes of representation. The study further situates these memoirs within broader
socio-historical contexts, attending to how racial, gendered, and diasporic experiences shape cach
narrative’s aesthetic, political, and affective dimensions.

The thesis argues that the graphic memoir medium facilitates a layered and embodied mode of queer
representation that disrupts normative frameworks of gender and sexuality, while offering space to
resist dominant cultural narratives and to reimagine identity through context-specific, intersectional
experiences. In doing so, it positions queer graphic memoirs as critical interventions into dominant
narratives of gender, sexuality, and identity in contemporary U.S. culture.
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