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ABSTRACT

Domestic violence represents a widespread issue affecting women across the globe. The National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) has revealed that domestic violence incidents in India frequently go unreported. This
underreporting occurs because domestic abuse continues to be perceived as a 'stigma' within India's social and
cultural frameworks. Women experiencing domestic violence often internalize beliefs that they are subordinate
to their husbands and male family members. The enforcement mechanisms established under the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA) have proven inadequate in encouraging and supporting
domestic violence victims to report their experiences. Women from lower economic backgrounds, who lack the
financial means to hire private attorneys, might feel more at ease reporting incidents to female Protection
Officers appointed under the PWDVA.

The number of Protection Officers appointed under Section 8 of the PWDVA, who should preferably be
women, remains inadequate, while those currently serving face overwhelming caseloads in handling domestic
violence matters. Magistrates frequently fail to direct victims toward Protection Officers, and judicial orders are
often issued without the submission of Domestic Inquiry Reports. When divorce proceedings and domestic
violence cases occur simultaneously, Magistrates typically consolidate domestic violence cases with divorce
proceedings in family courts. Limited awareness regarding PWDVA provisions among Magistrates, Lawyers,
and Police personnel contributes to ineffective Act implementation. Consequently, monitoring of the Act's
application by enforcement agencies becomes essential.

Research literature specifically addressing the necessity of appointing greater numbers of women Protection
Officers remains limited. While substantial literature exists highlighting the importance of increasing female
representation in police and enforcement agencies generally, this study specifically examines the need to
appoint more Protection Officers, particularly women Protection Officers, as the PWDVA recommends for
effective implementation. The researcher employed a mixed methodology combining doctrinal and empirical
approaches. Secondary data sources include legal provisions, articles, and available literature on the subject.
Law reports, statutes, and decisions from the Supreme Court and High Courts of India were consulted. An
empirical analysis through comprehensive interviews was designed involving key stakeholders including
Protection Officers, Service Providers, Police Officers, NGO members, and Advocates to develop
evidence-based recommendations. A descriptive methodology was adopted for critical analysis and evaluation
of legislation and judicial pronouncements. Standard citation and reference formats were utilized throughout the
research. The seven chapters examine the theoretical and conceptual framework of the PWDVA, Protection
Officers' roles in PWDVA implementation, and implementation shortcomings and challenges, supported by
significant judicial decisions.
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