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ABSTRACT

The Bhadrakali worship is a lived, co-produced worship culture in Keralam. It is shaped through the
interaction of legends, ritual practices, worshipper agency, and temple governance. Moving beyond
textual understanding of the goddess, the study focuses on everyday practices, embodied experience,
affect and narrative circulation. It reframes the Bhadrakali devotion through an Indic adaptation of
the lived religion framework to interpret the process of meaning- making. The study adopts a
self-situated cultural analysis that integrates autoecthnography and narrative inquiry based on
fieldwork conducted at the three major Bhadrakali temples in Keralam- the Kodungallur Sri
Kurumba Bhagavathy Temple (Thrissur), the Chottanikkara Bhagavathy Temple (Ernakulam), and
the Attukal Bhagavathy Temple (Thiruvananthapuram). It examines how temples, legends and the
Sthala puranas function as living cultural frameworks that acquire meaning through oral
transmission, ritual enactment and devotees experiential engagement. It demonstrates worshippers as
active interpretive agents who continuously negotiate and reshape ritual traditions through vows,
healing practices, possession and affective participation. The study also analyses the role of temple
administration and religious representatives in codifying, regulating and legitimising worship
practices. The findings revealed that the Bhadrakali worship culture in Keralam is a negotiated
convergence of ancestral authority, hereditary ownership, institutional govemance and
devotee-oriented ritual agency. The study thus demonstrates that the Bhadrakali worship culture in
Keralam is a palimpsestic culture produced through narrative circulation, embodied ritual practice
and institutional mediation.
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