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ABSTRACT

This is a critical study of the women judges and judicial decision-making with specific reference to
the Supreme Court of India, Indian judiciary especially apex court has a long-storied history of
judicial activism, in protecting the rights of citizens and advancing social justice. Today, scholars and
practitioners keenly examine how women judges contribute to the jurisprudence and canons of
interpretation. Against this backdrop, around 268, out of which 127 judgements have been analysed
qualitatively. The underpinning of this study is both women judges’ presence alongside of male
judges and participation in authoring or pronouncing a concurrent judgement, or by a dissenting
judgement. The results show that, greater the presence of women the more likelihood of women
judges voicing out. In appointment, promotion related cases, they adhere to legal formalities and
adopted formalistic approach. In the matters of marriage and divorce cases, maintenance cases
violence against women cases, dowry death, equality cases feminist approach is adopted in their
legal reasoning and outcomes. The findings suggest for a change in approach in judicial
decision-making encompassing systemic inequalities without compromising to the objectivity and

standards of judiciary.
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