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ABSTRACT

Indigenous peoples constitute a significant section of the population across the globe; there can be no
real development without their empowerment. Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of
unique cultures and ways of relating to people and the environment. They have retained social,
cultural, economic and political characteristics distinct from those of the dominant societies in which
they live. Despite such extensive diversity, Indigenous communities worldwide have one thing in
common: they share common problems related to the protection of their rights as distinct peoples.
Over the past 20 years, indigenous peoples' rights have been recognised through international
instruments. However, despite the UNDRIP, 2007 and UDHR, they still face threats due to
systematic government policies. Existing international human rights standards have not adequately
protected them, necessitating the development of new mechanisms to address their specific needs.
This thesis provides an overview of problems affecting indigenous peoples' rights policies in
contemporary international law.

This study compares the rights of Indigenous peoples in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and India,
considering their colonial heritage, high percentage of indigenous population, and global human
development rankings. The study examines how these nations conceptualise, establish, and contest
Indigenous peoples' rights, examining factors like demography, legal recognition, commitment to
international laws, land rights, cultural freedom, political participation, self-determination, and
socio-economic indicators.
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