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ABSTRACT

The thesis studies Erich Auverbach’s emphasis on historicism in literary criticism, read alongside the
deconstructive discourse on context. It studies Auerbach’s “realism”™ as expressed in Mimesis and Scenes
Jfrom the Drama of European Literature, collections of essays where Auerbach pursues his philological
purpose of exploring literature’s representative nature. In it, he surveys literature that has been
predominantly written in Romance languages across centuries. The thesis also secks to problematise the few
categories used in Auerbach’s essays, often interpreted as being of an a priori nature, using frameworks of
law, exception and violence by Jacques Derrida and Giorgio Agamben. Such an analysis brings to light a
“sovereign” voice in Auerbach, much like that of the Bible, which he contends inaugurated Western realism.
Far from giving rise to ambignity, the resulting theoretical richness of marrying a project of both
representation and sovereignty can offer a unique way forward for the present literary and cultural scene.
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