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 ABSTRACT

The assertion of ethnic identity is a critical factor influencing socio-political and economic dynamics.
Identity is free flowing, adaptive and hence socially constructed in different spaces over time. The
Indian-Nepali community identified as the Gorkhas, categorized as an ethno-linguistic group,
embodies a meta-identity that integrates multiple distinct ethnicities. Within this framework, the
demand for a separate state by Gorkhas who have been domiciled in India since the pre-colonial era,
has emerged as a recurring political phenomenon. The ecarliest formal demand for a distinct
administrative framework was submitted to the British Indian government in 1907. However, the
Indian-Nepali population has frequently faced challenges to their identity, often being labeled as
foreigners from Nepal. To counter this narrative, the "Gorkha" identity was constructed to distinguish
Indian-Nepalis from Nepalese citizens, emphasizing their unique historical, cultural, and ethnic
disassociation from the Bengali majority within West Bengal, The Darjeeling Hills and the broader
region of North Bengal hold immense geopolitical significance. Situated near Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, and the former Kingdom of Sikkim, this region shares porous borders that heighten its
security sensitivity. The Indo-Nepal Peace and Friendship Treaty of 1950 has further complicated the
identity of Indian-Gorkhas by blurring the distinctions between them and Nepalese nationals. The
region's strategic mmportance is underscored by the "Chicken Neck Corridor" or Siliguri Corridor,
which serves as the crucial link between India's northeastern states and the mainland. Episodes of
unrest, often associated with statehood movements in the Dazjeeling Hills, have periodically
disrupted this vital passage, posing serious challenges to India’s national security. This study
emphasizes the importance of borderland studies in understanding how regional identity movements
impact national security, particularly in the Eastern Himalayan region, where India shares borders
with strategically sensitive and often hostile neighbors. These dynamics highlight the precarious
nature of governance in border regions and the need to address the roots of identity-based anxieties
that fuel these movements. Additionally, this research integrates a human security perspective,
drawing upon Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, to explore how the absence of self-fulfillment and safety
exacerbates insecurity. For communities in the Darjeeling Hills, the lack of clarity regarding identity
and recognition fosters a state of anxiety that undermines peace and stability. Ensuring that
individuals and communities achieve both safety and self-actualization is essential for resolving
these tensions and fostering a harmonious society. This study thus seeks to provide a nuanced
understanding of how regional identity movements intertwine with human security concerns and
broader national security imperatives in India’s Eastern Himalayas.
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