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Participants profile

Type of Participants Pre-service

No. of Participants

Synopsis of the Activity (Description)

Highlights of the Activity [ 1. The panelists discussed the role of international
assessments such as PISA and TIMSS in comparing
educational performance across countries.

2. The discussion highlighted the importance of national




assessments like NAS and ASER in understanding learning
outcomes within the Indian education system.

Key Takeaways

1. Large-scale assessments help identify gaps in learning and
support evidence-based policymaking.

2. While international assessments provide global
comparisons, national assessments help address local
educational challenges.

Summary of the Activity

The panel discussion provided an insightful overview of how
large-scale assessments contribute to improving education
systems globally and nationally. Through the panelists'
perspectives, participants gained a deeper understanding of
the importance of measuring learning outcomes and the role
that such data plays in shaping educational policies and
reforms.

Follow-up plan

Students will continue exploring educational assessment
systems through coursework, classroom discussions, and
further reading on global and national evaluation

frameworks.
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Signature

Annexure:




1. Speaker profile

Speaker

About

Kavita Ratna is the Executive Director of Concerned for
Working Children (CWC), a not-for-profit, secular, and
democratic development organization focused on the rights of
working children. The organization has been nominated for
the Nobel Peace Prize three times for its work in advancing
children’s rights.

She has been associated with CWC for over 34 years, serving
in several senior roles in communications, advocacy, capacity
building, and resource mobilization. Through her work, she
has actively promoted children's rights, particularly the right
to self-determination, by partnering with children, their
communities, local governments, and national and
international organizations to address rights violations and
create sustainable solutions.

Kavita Ratna currently serves on the Board of Directors of the
Child and Youth Friendly Governance Project. This
international initiative promotes meaningful participation of
children and young people in decision-making processes that
affect their lives. The project aims to empower young people
to understand and exercise their rights while developing
leadership and civic engagement skills.

She has also been a member of the Expert Group Committee
on Children’s Participation, established by UNICEF and the
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, to
contribute to the General Comment on Article 12 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which focuses on
children’s right to participation.

In addition, she has been associated with the International
Working Group on Child Labour (IWGCL) and has supported
initiatives that facilitate children's participation at local,
national, regional, and international levels. She has also




served as a Steering Group member of the International
Interagency Steering Group on Monitoring and Evaluating
Children’s Participation and as a member of the International
Advisory Group on Child Labour at Save the Children
Canada.

Kavita Ratna has worked as a resource person for several
international organizations, including Save the Children,
UNICETF, International Labour Organization (ILO), SIDA,
ECPAT International, FORUT-IOGT Norway, and the Japan
International Children’s Rights Centre.

Her key areas of expertise include children’s rights, child
labour, children’s participation, democratic decentralisation,
civil society participation, and developmental
communication.
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