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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the transformation of the internet as a public sphere in India and its impact on
democratic identity, focusing on the roles of state governance and corporate networks. By using data-
driven by multi-sited digital ethnography, it examines the power struggle between state and corporate
apparatuses, revealing how these dynamics create an wnreliable public sphere that \Vcaponizeé
democracy for self-exploitation. The thesis highlights how digital technologies, particularly Al
manipulate the formation of publics, distort knowledge production, and alter identities and
perceptions of truth. The conflict between goveminent and corporations distorts life-world
interactions, disrupting rational critical discourse and causing polarisation, confusion, and
misinformation.

[n the Indian context, diverse socio-political identities and the cultural and ideological distinctiveness
of the populace make the digital public sphere especially susceptible to inaniptllation, The state's
regulatory framework, ostensibly aimed at protecting the public, often coll aborareé with corporate
interests, resulting in data colonialism, information manipulation, and commoditied public identities.
These distortions challenge democratic ideals, fragment public discourse, and erode the democratic
potential of the internet by creating filter bubbles and echo chambers.

The thesis argues that this digital environment fosters a neo-colonial control over knowledge,
impacling privacy, free speech, and public opinion. However, civil society plays a critical role in
preserving I[ndia's democratic identity by offering alternative narratives, promoting critical discourse,
and advocating for digital rights. Ultimately, this research underscores the precarious nature of the
[ndian digital public sphere, where state and corporate interests dominate, yet the potential for

democratic engagement persists through civil society’s interventions.
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