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ABSTRACT

The present research explores the way Mizos make sense of Hindi soap opera and Korean drama,
and how this generates wider socio-cultural and political discourses. With the brief ban on airing
Hindi soap operas by local NGOs in 2007, the gap was filled by Korean dramas, This trajectory,
what it means and does is a crucial area to study as such concerns of popular culture have often been
neglected in Mizo research, Using ethnographic fieldwork conducted between June 2022 to January
2024, the study is based on 60 semi-structured interviews (35 women and 25 male), participant
observation in both public and private spaces, and titi (casual conversation} along the way. The
research ﬁndi'ngs suggest that there are multiple intersecting interpretive communities based on
gender, age, religion and historical context. However, interpretive communities are embedded in the
larger context of cultural trauma, collective memories and a transnational aspiration. The study
suggests that Mizos still live with a cultural trauma from the nation-state, and this not only reflects
on how they engage with Hindi soap opera but also the issues concerning national belonging. It
further highlights how Korean popular culture was viewed through the lens of aspiration, particularly
among the youth. Finally, the research suggests that these converge in masculinities as a site of

boundary-making in the context of the Mizo hnam (tribe).
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