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ABSTRACT

This research engages with the Kochi film genre and problematises the cartographic shift within it.
Kochi films traditionally depict the city’s urban landscape. However, recent Kochi films showcase a
shift from this trend to depict the non-city spaces of Kochi. This research examines the film
geographies of six Kochi films that show the cultural landscapes of Kochi’s non-city spaces, like old
Ernakulam, Mattancherry, Chellanam, Kumbalangi and Puthuvypin. They are: Kammattipadam
(2016), Parava (2017), Ee Ma Yau (2018), Kumbalangi Nights (2019), Valiyaperunnal (2019) and
Aavasavyuham (2022). These films depict the contested nature of the cultural landscapes in the lived
spaces of marginalised characters, There is also a dearth of scholarship that addresses the importance
of place in the formation of identity among the underprivileged residents of these places and the
nature of the resident-place bond in such place-based narratives. This research serves to address that
research gap wsing the multidisciplinary theoretical framework of spatiality, with a focus on the
concept of sense of place. It examines the new modalities within the Kochi film genre, maps the
cultural landscapes of the select film geographies, and explicates the nature of the sense of place that
is formed amongst the marginalised characters in the select films. To this end, this research
synthesised a conceptual framework or model for analysing the nature and formation of a sense of
place amongst the marginalised residents of the select film geographies. This model, named the
‘Nested Model of Analysing Sense of Place,” dissects the experience of place into embedded levels
of spatiality - public, social and private — that correspond to functional, relational and emotional
attachment to place. Each spatial sphere or level has contextual determinants of sense of place that
influence the nature of attachment or detachment to the place of residence. The research claims that
the cultural landscapes in the narratives of select Kochi films reveal a matrix of social-cultural
markers embedded within multiple levels of the spatiality of the film geographies that influence the
ways in which the marginalised form their sense of place.
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