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ABSTRACT

The protection of traditional knowledge and the associated rights of the traditional knowledge
holders has gained tremendous attention in today’s scenario. There had been a lot of debates at the
infernational platforms to protect traditional knowledge either under the Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) regime or through a sui generis system. Despite heaps of discussions, there is no conclusion
that can be drawn upon regarding the protection of the same. The thesis titled as ‘Geographical
Indication Protection: Challenges and Opportunities with Special Reference to the Rights of the
Traditional Knowledge Holders’ aims to explore the protection the rights of traditional knowledge
holders through one of the kinds of intellectual property i.e., Geographical Indications. The study is
focused upon a rescarch problem that how far the existing provisions relating to Geographical
Indications are effective and adequate to protect traditional knowledge under its ambit. This study
applies doctrinal methodology of research and through legislations, case studies, articles, research
paper the data have been analyzed. Regarding this, the hypothesis of the study is tested and in
conclusion, it can be ascertained that insufficient and inadequate national as well as international
legal framework have exploited the rights of the traditional knowledge holders over a long period of
time. In addition to this, along with a number of opportunities for traditional knowledge holders
under the Geographical Indications legislative framework, there are certain limitations as well.
Lastly, the study has provided some suggestions for the protection of traditional knowledge under

the Geographical indication laws.
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