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ABSTRACT

This study examines the evolving recognition of animal rights and the concept of legal personhood in
India, highlighting the challenges arising from pluralistic jurisprudential perspectives and
ambiguities in existing statutes, such as the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. Despite
judicial advancements interpreting animal welfare under fundamental rights, particularly Articles 21
and 51A(g), as seen in landmark judgments like Animal Welfare Board of India v. A. Nagaraja &
Ors, the current legal framework remains insufficient to confer full legal personhood on non-human
beings. The research consolidates philosophical discourse, judicial trends, and policy developments
on animal personhood, identifies gaps in Indian legislation, and suggests progressive amendments
grounded in scientific evidence and contemporary philosophical thought. Guided by research
questions exploring jurisprudential patterns, constifutional interventions, policy support, and
international precedents, the study hypothesizes that greater recognition of animals’ intrinsic value,
informed by both domestic judicial evolution and global practices, can establish a comprehensive
framework for legal personhood in India. Through doctrinal analysis, the study seeks to reconcile
progressive judicial pronouncements with regressive legislation, advocating for stronger and more

effective protection of animal rights.
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