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ABSTRACT

India has always stood steadfast to the ideals of democracy to a large extent. However, contrary to its
democratic stature, India has been in the limelight for the phenomenon of authoritarianism in varied
forms since its independence. This research looks into various manifestations of authoritarianism,
which defined three watershed political periods of post- independent India: namely, the Emergency,
the Rise of Right-wing politics and the ambience of hatred in the socio-political milieu of
contemporary Kashmir, wherein overt and covert hegemony can be seen. This study attempts to trace
the history and trajectory of authoritarianism of post-independent India through close textual analysis
of A Fine Balance, In Times of Siege and The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, which are
representative of three watershed events in India’s political history. Placing these periods under the
purview of new historicism helps to unveil polyphonic narratives and voices that challenge history’s
position as unequivocal, objective and monolithic, thereby highlighting the fact that our identity is
deeply intertwined with our history. The primary objective of this study would be to probe into those
crucial post- independent periods where a wavering between discursive and performative
hegemonies can be seen, which eventually culminated in an overt form of performative hegemony in
contemporary times.
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