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ABSTRACT
This research, “The Yakshi Archetype: An Exploration of Folkloric and Cinematic Visuality in
Select Malayalam Texts”, examines the transformation of the Yakshi archetype in Kerala’s folklore,
from a folkloric entity in select regional literature to a prominent cinematic character in Malayalam
films. The primary texts for the study are two folkloric-literary texts and nine Malayalam films. By
analysing this evolution, the research highlights the shifting identity of Yakshi, from a goddess
worshipped in spiritual contexts to a ghostly figure permeating popular culture, particularly in

Malayalam cinemas from the 1960s to the 2000s.

Historically, Yakshi(s) have been described as primordial goddesses, supernatural spirits, or celestial
beings. The Yakshi entity is explored as a complex ‘figure’ symbolising a liminal space between the
divine and as a diabolic character in contemporary narratives. This investigation underscores the
irhportance of understanding the historical, literary, and cultural frameworks surrounding the Yakshi
identity, The findings contribute to discussions of Yakshi’s visuality in folklore, literature, and film,
particularly through the lens of archetypal criticism and formalist film theory, creating a distinctive
regional visuality that reflects local cultural tropes of fear and horror, enriching the broader discourse

on horror acsthetics.
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