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ABSTRACT

The thesis ‘Environmental Communication Strategies in Civil Society Formations: A
phenomenological Study of Marupakkam and PMANE (Peoples Movement Against Nuclear
Energy)’ examines the role of strategic communication in environmental advocacy, focusing on the
phenomenological study of Marupakkam's Green Film Festival, 2022 and the People's Movement
Against Nuclear Energy (PMANE). The study highlights how these civil society formations utilise
diverse communication strategies to inform, engage, and mobilise communities through detailed
phenomenological research, including in-depth interviews, content analysis of digital media, and
participant observations. Marupakkam utilises narrative films to raise environmental awareness
among youth, while PMANE employs conventional media and digital campaigns to combat nuclear
power plants. The findings demonstrate that effective communication strategies increase public
awareness and foster significant community engagement and mobilisation, contributing to broader
environmental advocacy. This research underscores the need for adaptive communication approaches
that resonate with local contexts and challenges, offering valuable insights for enhancing future
environmental movements and policies. Building on these insights, the study proposes an ‘Integrated
Communication Model for Social Movements’ and a ‘Dynamic Communication Framework for
Environmental Advocacy’.
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