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ABSTRACT

Hampi, located in northern Karnataka, is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
establishment of a unified heritage authority, termed the Hampt World Heritage Area Management
Authority (HWHAMA), ensures the efficacy of the management system and the coordination of
activities among diverse agencies while allowing local self-goveming bodies to maintain their
powers as specified in the pertinent legislation. The digitization of the world heritage site, Hampi,
presents distinct potential and challenges for both officials and tourists. This study seeks to
comprehend the obstacles officials encounter in project implementation and the prospects linked to
digitization. The perspectives of tourists regarding the benefits and challenges associated with the
digitization of monuments are also examined. This research examines the accessible tourism goals of
these projects and gathers the perspectives of differently abled tourists regarding their encounters
with the digitization of Hampi. The present study used a mixed-methods strategy. It is limited to the
experts involved in the Hampi Digitization project. The study examines tourists who have visited
Hampi for recreational purposes. The study considers differently abled travellers with substantial
disabilities who have visited Hampi for tourism. The study employs both qualitative and quantitative
methodologies for data collecting and analysis to attain a thorough comprehension of the obstacles
and potential in the digitization of Hampi, tourists' expectations and requirements for digitalization,
and the role of digitization in facilitating accessible tourism. The India Digital Heritage project faced
several new challenges as academics sought to enhance their initiatives to achieve the project's goal
of documenting, reconstructing, and digitally preserving the rich heritage of Hampi. The efficacy of
digitization inttiatives for Hampi's cultural heritage relies on tourists' perceptions and utilization of
these technologies to facilitate accessible tourism. Various elements influence tourists' pleasure with
monument digitization. The interplay of ease, experiential enhancement, and technological
proficiency is a critical factor affecting tourists' acceptance of monument digitization. Employing
technology to improve monuments fosters a more inviting environment for tourists. This
~ development signifies that travel is now accessible for those with disabilities, augmenting the overall
pleasure of tourism.
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