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ABSTRACT

The research, titled “Narratives of Violence, Power and Gender: A Study of Select Novels by T D
Ramakrishnan”, investigates the complex interplay of violence, power, and gender in the select
novels of T. D. Ramakrishnan- Alpha, Francis Itty Cora, and Sugandhi Alias Andal Devanayaki-
through a multidisciplinary lens. The study employs critical frameworks, including Zizek’s theory of
systemic violence, Bourdieu’s concept of symbolic violence, and Henri Lefebvre’s spatial theory, to
decode the multifaceted representations of violence embedded in the narratives. The analysis reveals
that violence in these texts is not merely physical but structural, ideological, symbolic, and spatial,
deeply entrenched in the socio-political fabric of both historical and fictional contexts.

Central to the study is the examination of gendered violence, especially the commodification and
symbolic subjugation of women. The study goes on to examine how space serves as a physical and
ideological construct that justifies violence. These spatial processes also shape social stratification of
the society, as well as individual identities, besides being a representation of systemic processes.

The analysis of violence as a discursive process with structural, symbolic, and spatial levels allows
the research to come up with a refined understanding of the way literature reflects and questions
social and political reality. The current research contributes to the fields of gender studies, literary
studies, and spatial theory by demonstrating that modern Indian literature can serve as an

entertaining device for investigating the sociocultural practices of resistance and superiority.
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