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ABSTRACT

Charles Tomlinson was a post-war British poet, illustrator and translator who was known as the poet
of perception. This thesis examines how Tomlinson presents this theme of perception using the
methodology of cognitive stylistics. This methodological approach in this research combines
cognitive stylistic theories based on text-world, deictic shift, and mind-modelling. This thesis focuses
on the structuring of the text-worlds in Tomlinson’s poems, and allied concepts such as deictic shift
and mind-modelling. Tomlinson’s subversion of the extremities and exploration of themes from
different contexts and geographical locations are explored, thus stating how his poems allegorise the
concept of perception. The theme of perception in Tomlinson’s poems gains significance owing to
the post-war era that he was part of, which significantly influenced his writing. The primary texts
considered for study in this research are The Necklace (1955), Seeing is Believing (1958), A Peopled
Landscape (1963), American Scenes and Other Poems (1966), The Way of a World (1969), Written
on Water (1972), The Way in and Other Poems (1974), The Shaft (1978), The Flood (1981), Notes
Jrom New York and Other Poems (1984), The Return (1987), Annunciations (1989), The Door in the
Wall (1992), Jubilation (1995), The Vineyard Above the Sea (1999), Skywriting (2003), and Cracks in
the Universe (2006). Through critical discourse analysis, the researcher inspects select poems of
Tomlinson and identifies how the poet constructs deictic centres, text-worlds and characters in his
poems that foreground specific forms of referentiality. The thesis studies the narrative techniques of
Tomlinson and connects them to select concepts in cognitive stylistics. The initial core chapter deals
with the nature of text-worlds in Tomlinson’s poems and links their structuring with concepts such as
accessibility and possible worlds. The second core chapter deals with deictic shifts and explores the
different types of deictic centres in his poems. The final core chapter explores the connection of
mind-modelling with modality and emotion. The thesis argues that Tomlinson emphasises the
pragmatic and fluid angles of perception, with poems rooted in socio-cultural contexts. This thesis
proposes that Tomlinson’s text-worlds embody a speculative nature through specific modes of
referentiality and thus reposition contexts of perception. Tomlinson foregrounds the experientiality of
the reader and enables a speculative mediation by facilitating the reader’s shifts across deictic centres
and the reader’s comprehension of characters through mind-modelling.
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