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ABSTRACT

The popularity of social media and its affordances have revolutionised our notions of reality and allowed us to
explore aspects of human psychology and connectivity. Digital vigilantism is the act of crowdsourced surveillance
by a group of people against those with different viewpoints. Literature on digital vigilantism is derived chiefly
from communications and anthropological disciplines and is seldom explored using a social psychological lens.
This study focused on addressing this gap and uses Goffman’s self-presentation, Bourdieu’s social space and
Foucauldian power to theoretically examine the phenomenon of digital vigilantism among young adults in India
{n=1R). The study is set in the social constructivist-interpretive tradition. It uses interpretative phenomenological
* analysis of semi-structured interviews and Barthesian semiotic analysis of digital content shared by participants
to understand the experiences related to vigilantism in digital space.

The phenomenological and semiotic analysis suggest that the multiplicity of the phenomenal self in digital space
coniributes to the cognitive behavioural dissonance one experiences and vice versa. This symbiotic interaction
further creates a need for unique mediums of navigation in digital space, such as curation through masking,
humour, or sarcasm, which further amplifies the possibilities of the phenomenal self's multiplicity. The presence
of digital capital and the constant surveillance characteristics of the medium creates a decentralised inspection
principle where every individual engages in censoring oneself and others in accordance with the expectations of
the digital audience. The digital self, therefore, navigates and negotiates through the varied role fluctuations and
dissonances impacting the coherence of their self-schema. These findings contribute to the knowledge of
experiences individuals go through in digital space, particularly in connection to vigilantism and contribute to
improving our digital experiences.
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