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ABSTRACT

The discourse around lesbian identities has been evolving in various directions over the past few
years. Though lesbian identities have a long history in India, the lesbian movement is quite nascent.
The study explores the lived experiences of lesbian identities within the context of India as
represented in 21st-century lesbian narratives. It examines the ways in which lesbian identities
construct and express their gender, focusing on both non-feminine and feminine performances that
either challenge or conform to societal gender norms. The thesis investigates the expression of desire
and intimacy within lesbian relationships, emphasizing that sexuality is not limited to genital sexual
activities. Furthermore, the thesis addresses the intersectional experiences of violence and abjection
faced by lesbian identities, examining how family, society, and self-inflicted violence contribute to
their marginalisation. The research also explores the spatial dimensions of lesbian existence,
analysing the invisibility of these identities in rural spaces and their search for safety and visibility in
urban environments. By focusing on queer heterotopias, the study uncovers the relationship between
sexuality and geographical spaces, particularly how lesbian identities navigate and inhabit both rural
and urban geographical spaces. Through a critical examination of selected lesbian narratives, the
study contributes to the broader discourse of lesbian identities in India.
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