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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines how biblical women are reimagined in the afterlife of the Bible through
contemporary biblical fiction. The primary texts under consideration include India Edghill’s
Queenmaker (2002), Wisdom's Daughter (2004), and Game of Queens (2016), along with Tessa
Afshar’s Harvest of Rubies (2012), In the Field of Grace (2014), and Pearl in the Sand (2020). These
narratives foreground the voices, agency, and resilience of select biblical women, functioning as
counter-narratives to longstanding androcentric interpretations.

This study interrogates patriarchal representations embedded within traditional biblical hermeneutics
and adopts a feminist interpretive framework informed by the works of Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorenza,
Luise Schottroff, and Phyllis Trible. The central argument posits that these retellings construct a
‘herstory’ of biblical women, rooted in feminist consciousness, which recovers and amplifies their
lived experiences and subjectivities. Furthermore, the study argues that such contemporary
reinterpretations not only offer renewed perspectives on women of the biblical past but also yield
critical insights applicable to present and future gender discourses. The selected narratives by Edghill
and Afshar emphasize the necessity of reimagining historical and religious narratives to center
female voices, thereby contributing to broader conversations surrounding gender, power, and
representation in literary contexts.
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