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ABSTRACT

As cities transform, dwellers experience different intensities and micro-impacts while interacting with the
ecology. In urban narratives, such as fiction or film centred around a city, these impacts become indicators of
the dweller’s connection with nature and the urban space. This thesis proposes a multidisciplinary approach to
study affective intensities and understand the dweller-nature-city dynamic. Theoretically, Nigel Thrift’s
affective intervention, Kennith King’s study on ‘obsession’ and Kevin Lynch’s use of ‘image’ are combined
with the method of an urban literary analysis to check for intensities of manipulation and obsession. The thesis
first supplements the socio-ecological transformations occurring during a period of urban change, then detects
obsession with the city in fiction, followed by identifying different manipulated forms of nature, and lastly,
analyses the dweller’s response to nature. The study selects a time period of transition across three cities: the
carly industrial period in Victorian London, early twentieth-century Tokyo, and early twenty-first century
Bengaluru. For London, the main texts studied are An Antiquarian Ramble in the Streets of London (Vol 1}
and An Anthology of London in Literature, for Tokyo, the texts are The River Sumida and Kajii Motojird s
short stories; Bengaluru is assessed in Multiple City, The Artist and His Bengaluru, and the digital project
B.LORE.
The findings show that dwellers liken trees to phantasmagorias, and get attached to familiar sights of the city:
the new gas lights in London, the sardinemongers in Tokyo and the charms of the neighbourhoods of
Bengaluru. Different forms of nature arise through lake parks, avenues, lights and other such manipulations.
Positive affective experiences were noted when dwellers used their own agency to discover nature, while
desolation and detachment were discovered due to overwhelming urban processes. It is hoped that this thesis
will broaden the scope of urban ecology by arguing that during a transition period, dwellers develop obsessive
attachments to the city and experience nature as a manipulated presence. The thesis advocates for scholarly
attention to the impact of the urban ecology on the dweller’s wellbeing and positions urban narratives as
appropriate resources to understand new variations in the dweller-nature-city dynamic during a transition
period.
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