General Information

School of Sciences
Department of Computer Science
CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bangalore

Activity Report

Type of Activity Master Class for Innovation and Incubation Support

) . SPECIALIZATION SPECIFIC MASTERCLASS — INNOWAVE 2025,
Title of the Activity o ]

Meta -Thinking the most Important Future skill

Date/s 1% December 2025
Time 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Venue 502, 5 Floor, Block 4
Collaboration In association with CHRIST Incubation and Consultancy Foundation

Speaker Details

Name

Mr. Shailesh Kumar

Designation

Chief Data Scientist, CoE Al/ML

Organization

Jio

Title of Presentation

Meta -Thinking the most Important Future skill

Synopsis of the Activity

Highlights of
the
Activity

The Department has established an ecosystem that fosters innovation through its
related initiatives, with clear outcomes reflected in the creation and transfer of

technology and knowledge.

The speaker introduced the concept of Meta Thinking, explaining how computer
scientists approach problems by inventing algorithms and thinking at different

levels, which ultimately shapes us into different thinkers.

He discussed how Al encourages new ways of solving challenges, pushing

individuals to think beyond traditional methods.

The speaker shared a personal anecdote about his daughter believing he “worked
for Ola” because she associated his role with taxi services, while in reality, he
managed large-scale operations as Vice President, highlighting the difference

between visible tasks and system-level responsibilities.

He emphasized adopting an engineering mindset: not just understanding how

electricity works but understanding how to build the grid that distributes it.




Participants were encouraged to identify market gaps and build platforms that
connect functions and outcomes, similar to how various colleges produce

graduates as their “end results.”

He explained how connecting the dots and building interconnected systems or
grids forms the essence of meta-thinking.

The discussion covered the potential of Al in diverse domains, including speech

recognition, speech conversion, and satellite data for agriculture.

The speaker stressed that information alone is not the destination; meaningful
action is Al should not just diagnose but also provide solutions, such as advising

irrigation steps through crop image analysis.

The session was concluded with a warm felicitation.

Key Takeaways

The speaker explained that meta thinking allows us to view problems at multiple
levels, similar to how computer scientists invent algorithms by thinking beyond

the obvious.

He emphasized that technology and Al constantly evolve, pushing students to

solve problems in new and innovative ways.

Through an anecdote about his daughter misunderstanding his role at Ola, he
highlighted the difference between visible tasks and the deeper system-level work

done behind the scenes.

He encouraged everyone to adopt an engineering mindset, one that looks beyond
how electricity works and instead focuses on understanding how the entire grid is

designed and built.

The speaker stressed the importance of identifying gaps in the market and building

platforms that solve real functional needs.

He explained that meta thinking requires connecting the dots, viewing processes

as interconnected systems rather than isolated tasks.

He shared how Al can transform fields such as speech recognition, speech

conversion, and agriculture through satellite data.

Summary of the
Activity

The masterclass on Meta Thinking provided a transformative perspective on how
computer scientists approach innovation by viewing problems at multiple levels
and designing system-based solutions. The speaker explained how technology

evolves through algorithmic thinking and how Al reshapes the way we solve




challenges.

e He encouraged participants to adopt an engineering mindset that focuses not on
how electricity works but on how the entire grid is built, emphasizing the need to
identify market gaps, connect functions, and build impactful platforms. Through
examples like speech recognition, satellite-based agricultural insights, and Al-
driven crop diagnosis, he demonstrated how information must translate into
actionable solutions. He also discussed the potential of holistic super apps,
empathetic Al doctors capable of pre-clinical diagnosis, and personalized
education systems designed to address foundational learning gaps. The session
concluded with an insightful interaction on how meta thinking, innovation,

empathy, and system-level understanding can guide future technological

advancements, followed by a formal felicitation of the speaker by the faculty.

Report prepared by:

Name of the Organizer Dr Sudhakar T
Department of Computer Science,
In association with CHRIST Incubation and Consultancy Foundation

Name of the Rapporteur Dr Smitha Vinod

Dr Sudhakar T
Email and Contact No Dr Smitha Vinod, smitha.vinod@christuniversity.in, 9886495919
Annexure:

Speaker Profile

Mr. Shailesh Kumar is a distinguished Al leader currently serving as the Chief Data Scientist of the Center




of Excellence for AI-DS at Jio, where he leads transformative initiatives across education, agriculture,
healthcare, mobility, energy, and other sectors. He is also the Dean at Jio Institute, building a world-class
ecosystem to train the next generation of Al-first business leaders, full-stack data scientists, researchers, and
entrepreneurs. In addition, he serves as Senior Advisor at ShortTok, guiding Al strategy and platform
architecture, and has been a long-standing Visiting Faculty in Machine Learning at the Indian School of
Business, mentoring thousands of emerging data scientists and industry leaders. His previous role as Vice
President (Distinguished Scientist) at Ola saw him tackle complex Al, ML, and optimization challenges in
large-scale fleet management. With advanced degrees, including a Ph.D. in Computer Engineering and an
M.A. in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning from The University of Texas at Austin, he brings
together deep technical expertise, impactful research experience, and a passion for shaping technology that
meaningfully serves industry and society.

Participants profile

Type of Participants Students and Faculty
No. of Participants 57 students and 2 faculty members
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Feedback

Participants appreciated the session for its clear explanations, real-world relevance, and the speaker’s
ability to simplify complex concepts like meta thinking and Al. Many students found his stories,
especially the Ola anecdote, engaging and easy to relate to. They valued how he encouraged them to view
problems at a deeper, system level and to adopt an engineering mindset focused on building platforms
rather than isolated solutions. The practical examples on Al in agriculture, healthcare, and education
helped students understand how technology can create meaningful impact.

Overall, the feedback reflected that the session was highly insightful, thought-provoking, and inspiring,
leaving students motivated to think differently and approach challenges with a broader perspective.
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Impact Assessment
The keynote session offered a powerful learning experience by introducing students to meta thinking,
encouraging them to approach problems from a systems perspective rather than through simple solutions.
Through engaging anecdotes, including his experience at Ola, the speaker showed how real engineering
involves managing complex structures behind the scenes. His guidance on identifying market gaps, connecting
functions and outcomes, and building platforms broadened students’ understanding of innovation. The session
also highlighted the growing role of artificial intelligence in agriculture, healthcare, education, and
personalized digital ecosystems. He emphasized that technology must move from information to meaningful
action, driven by empathy and deeper questioning. Overall, the session motivated students to think critically,
strengthen their foundations, and envision how technology can create lasting impact across society.
Impact Points

e Strengthened understanding of meta thinking and systems oriented problem solving.

e Encouraged adoption of an engineering mindset focused on building large scale structures.

e Inspired students through practical anecdotes on real world innovation.

e Enhanced appreciation of artificial intelligence across multiple sectors.

e Highlighted the need for actionable solutions rather than just information.

e Reinforced the importance of empathy and deeper questioning in technological design.



e Stressed the value of strong foundational learning for long term academic success.
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General Information

School of Sciences
Department of Computer Science
CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bangalore

Activity Report

Type of Activity Master Class for Innovation and Incubation Support

Title of the Activity Entrepreneurial Journey, The Founder Mindset: Crafting Vision, Fortitude,
and Resilience

Date/s 2nd December 2025

Time 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Venue 609 Block 4

Collaboration In association with CHRIST Incubation and Consultancy Foundation

Speaker Details

Name Mr Parth H

Title/Position Founder

Organization Think More

Title of Presentation

Entrepreneurial Journey, The Founder Mindset: Crafting Vision, Fortitude,

and Resilience

Synopsis of the Activity

Highlights of the Activity

The masterclass was led by Mr. Parth H, a distinguished Brand Architect and
the founder of Think More, an organization he aptly describes as a “growth
engine” for businesses committed to scaling effectively. With a specialized
background in behavioural research at Meta, Mr. Parth brings a deep
understanding of consumer psychology, enabling him to craft organic, insight-
driven brand strategies. Through his work, he actively supports startups and
founder-led ventures in building strong brand identities while developing

efficient and scalable growth systems to enhance their market presence.

Key Takeaways

A key highlight of the session was Mr. Parth’s candid sharing of his personal
failure experiences, which offered students valuable insights into the
challenges, setbacks, and realities of the entrepreneurial journey. His openness
helped demystify the path to success, emphasizing resilience and continuous
learning. The session then evolved into a highly interactive discussion,

culminating in an engaging Q&A segment with the BSc Computer Science




students, where they had the opportunity to seek direct guidance and clarify
their queries on brand architecture, technology integration, and initiating their

own ventures.

Summary of the Activity

The “Entrepreneurial Journeys Masterclass,” held on 2nd December 2025 for
the Department of Computer Science, featured an insightful session by Mr.
Parth H, founder of Think More. Drawing from his experience in behavioral
research at Meta, he provided valuable perspectives on brand development,
scaling growth systems, and understanding market psychology. A key
highlight of the session was his candid discussion of personal failure
experiences, which offered students a realistic and grounded view of the
entrepreneurial journey. The session concluded with an engaging and robust
Q&A, ensuring that Computer Science students received focused guidance and

practical insights relevant to their entrepreneurial aspirations.

Report prepared by:

Name of the Organizer

Department of Computer Science, In association with CHRIST Incubation
and Consultancy Foundation

Name of the Rapporteur

Dr Sudhakar T and Dr Smitha Vinod,

Email and Contact No

Dr Smitha Vinod, smitha.vinod@christuniversity.in, 9886495919

Annexure:

Speaker Profile

Mr. Parth H is a renowned Brand Architect and the founder of Think More. Think More is described as

a "growth engine" for businesses that are serious about scaling. His professional background includes

working in behavioural research at Meta. This experience is key to his specialization in developing




organic, insight-driven brands that leverage a deep understanding of consumer psychology. As the founder

of Think More, he empowers startups and founder-led businesses to create and scale growth systems and

enhance their overall brand presence.

Participants profile

Computer Science Students

Type of Participants
No. of Participants 50 Students and 2 Faculty members
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Feedback

The feedback for the session “Entrepreneurial Journey: The Founder Mindset — Crafting Vision, Fortitude,
and Resilience” was overwhelmingly positive, with participants expressing high levels of inspiration and
clarity in understanding key entrepreneurial qualities. Most attendees found the session extremely motivating,
appreciating how it emphasized the importance of vision, perseverance, and resilience in building successful

ventures. The speaker’s insights and practical perspectives helped students connect theoretical concepts with



real-world entrepreneurial challenges, enabling a deeper understanding of the founder mindset. Overall, the
session was perceived as highly engaging, insightful, and impactful, leaving participants encouraged to think

ambitiously and approach their goals with greater confidence and determination.

Understanding of Founder Mindset

Very Clear Understanding

Not Clear
Slight Understanding

Moderate Understanding

Clear Understanding

Inspiration & Motivation Level

Extremely Inspiring

Mot Inspiring
Slightly Inspiring

Moderately Inspiring

Very Inspiring

Impact Assessment

The session on “Entrepreneurial Journey: The Founder Mindset — Crafting Vision, Fortitude, and
Resilience” had a significant impact on participants by strengthening their understanding of essential
entrepreneurial qualities such as vision, perseverance, and adaptability. It encouraged students to think
beyond conventional career paths and consider innovation-driven approaches to problem-solving. The
emphasis on resilience and learning from challenges helped participants develop a more practical and
growth-oriented mindset. Additionally, the session fostered confidence in students to pursue their
ideas, identify opportunities, and approach uncertainties with a strategic outlook. Overall, the
interaction contributed to building a strong foundation for entrepreneurial thinking and inspired

participants to take proactive steps toward their personal and professional goals.

Event Poster
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CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bangalore
School of Sciences
Department of Computer Science

Activity Report

General Information:

Type of Activity Pitch Event (Entrepreneurship / Skill development)
Title of the Activity InnoPitch 2025 — Think. Create. Pitch.
Date/s 11th November 2025
Time 1:30 onwards
Venue Room 746, Board Room, 7th Floor, R & D Block
Mode Offline
Collaboration Christ Incubation Centre (CIC)
Judges Details:
Name Title/Position
Dr Indrakumar Singh Department of Media Studies

Dr Sudhakar T Department of Computer Science




Name Title/Position

Dr Smitha Vinod
Faculty Coordinator Incubation

Dr Amrutha K Faculty Coordinator Labyrinth

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT | BANGALORE CENTRAL CAMPUS

Participants Profile:

Type of Participants Students — Department of Computer Science
No. of Participants 9
No. of Judges 3

Synopsis of the Event (Description)

The Labyrinth, in collaboration with the Christ Incubation Centre (CIC), organized InnoPitch 2025, an
intra-departmental pitching competition aimed at promoting innovation, creativity, and entrepreneurial
thinking among students. Participants pitched innovative ideas evaluated on innovation, feasibility, and
market potential. Judges shared valuable feedback and encouraged students to refine and scale their ideas

Highlights of the Event

* Entrepreneurial Mindset Fostered: The session successfully encouraged an entrepreneurial
mindset, creativity, and teamwork among the participants.

Mentorship and Feedback Gained: Participants received expert mentorship and valuable feedback
from the judges to refine and scale their ideas.

Inspiration for Larger Events: The event served as an inspiration for students to participate in
larger innovation events, such as the upcoming InnoWave 2025.

Hands-on Learning Demonstrated: The event reflected the department’s vision to promote hands-
on learning and foster innovation-driven education.

Key Takeaways:



Students gained hands-on exposure to pitching and entrepreneurial communication.
* Ideas were refined through constructive expert feedback.
* The event boosted confidence and teamwork among participants.

*» Encouraged students to think about scalability, feasibility, and market potential of their ideas.

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT | BANGALORE CENTRAL CAMPUS
Summary

The Department of Computer Science, CHRIST (Deemed to be University), organized InnoPitch
2025 on 11th November 2025 as part of the Labyrinth initiatives. Conducted in collaboration with the
Christ Incubation Centre (CIC), the event provided a platform for students to pitch their innovative
ideas and receive expert mentorship. With 9 participants and 3 judges, the competition successfully
encouraged entrepreneurial thinking, teamwork, and creativity. The session reflected the
department’s vision to promote hands-on learning and foster innovation-driven education among
Computer Science students.

Report prepared by:
Name Spoorthi S Gowda
Designation/Title Core Member- Labyrinth 2025-26
Signature SPOORTHI S GOWDA
Email spoorthi.gowda@bsccshchristuniversity.in
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