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ABSTRACT

International investment is important to boost economic growth, and investment treaties are an
important way of promoting the global trade and investment of the country by providing access to
the global market, technology transfer, employment generation and a favourable balance of trade.
However, such investment benefits also bring along challenges of their own kind, especially the
non-trade related ie. the adverse impact of such investment on traditional knowledge and
communities - human, animal and plant health - and ecology and the environment. There is a need to
examine concerns related to investment laws and the inherent responsibility of the governments to
extend protection to its people and economy from any adverse impact related to international
investment agreements (IIAs), including on the environment. While terminating most of the earlier
bilateral investment treaties (BITs), India adopted a renewed template for treaty texts in the form of
Model BIT 2015, which was revised in 2017. The revised template for the new BITs included
environmental protection as an important and necessary condition for any such treaties, making it a
non-negotiable provision in the post 2017 BITs. After the adoption of the Model BIT 2015, India
Government entered into new agreements, as foreign investment continues to be a pivoted economic
goal for the Indian Government. However, this preference for international investment needs to be
harmonised with the international and domestic environmental protection obligations. This study
examines the BITs of India and analyses the effect of such investments on environmental protection,
besides its contributions to meeting the sustainable development targets of the country. This research
study aims to critically review the objectives, contributions and outcomes of the IIAs from a legal

viewpoint, particularly from the realm of environmental protection and sustainable development.
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