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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the issue of maritime piracy as a novel security challenge in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR), with emphasis on the increasing incidents of piracy between the Malacca Strait and the
Gulf of Aden, which are key maritime choke points. The region between these choke points is a crucial
passage and one of the most active global maritime routes, making it vulnerable to pirate attacks. The
rescarch highlights India’s enhanced efforts in combating maritime piracy within the region by
employing a strong analytical framework that links the rise in piracy to India’s strategic responses,
such as the Anti-Maritime Piracy Act. The research emphasises how the presence of unstable and
underdeveloped states within the IOR has contributed to the proliferation of piracy, heightening the
urgency for collective international action. Despite India's increasing involvement in anti- piracy
operations, several challenges remain, which this thesis has attempted to address by providing
suggestions to strengthen India’s anti-piracy initiatives. A key component of this research is the
validation of India’s anti-maritime piracy initiatives and policy measures aimed at suppressing piracy
domestically and in conjunction with international treaties and cooperation

The objective of this research is to fill a significant gap in the present literature by providing
comprehensive policy recommendations for policymakers and relevant stakeholders. By contributing
to the broader discourse on maritime security, this research offers valuable insights into how India can

strengthen its anti-piracy efforts and ensure the stability of critical shipping lanes in the IOR.
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