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ABSTRACT

Cities have always been a site of negotiation, identity and power, Existing corpus of academic research
tends to prioritise demographically important pointers like population growth, gender disparity,
cconomy, employment, so and so forth, But hardly have cities been viewed as a narrative, a dialogue,
or a communication mechanism. Nevertheless, cities have been epistemologically or ontologically less
explored within narrative, dialogic, and communicative mediums. This thesis argues that cities within
such narrative productions, especially visual narratives, carry the pulse of a city’s essence — spatiality.
Specifically, it investigates how these represented panel architectures within visual narrative
productions can redefine and reiterate the semantic foundations of widely accepted notions of power,
state and nationhood. Drawing upon Lefebvre’s spatial theorisations, graphic narrative theorisations
of McCloud, Eisner, and other graphic narrative scholars, it critically examines the possibility of spatial
expression through a graphic medium. By drawing upon Thierry Groensteen’s prepositions on comics
as a visual semiotics, the thesis also critically analyses the roles played by different compositional
techniques. The select texts for the study are Hyderabad: A Graphic Novel by Jai Undurti, Bangalore:
A Graphic Novel by Jai Undurti, and The Snake and The Lotus by Appupen.

The study’s analysis indicates that the idea of urban is driven through contesting spatial actors since
every single panel contains spatial actors that contest each other to create their unique spatialities. The
compositional elements of the graphic novel serve as a tool of expression. The analysis also indicates
that dimensional layering - a combinatory reading of blocking and framing simultaneously - is the
basic morphological unit beyond the panels.

Through close reading of texts, the thesis argues for visual literary cartographic practices to be a highly
significant and effective approach in understanding and mapping of power structures and spatial actors,
more than cartographies that are driven by quantified data specifics. It also emphasises further research
on urban issues through city-centric visual representations of Indian origin, since they represent
multiple spatial actors that bear within them contemporary perspectives on urban issues. By doing so,
the study positions graphic narratives as a valuable site of spatial production and advances literary
cartography as a critical methodology for deciphering reimagined cities.
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Literary Cartography.
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