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ABSTRACT

Biomedical and psychological literature show that the COVID-19 pandemic and consequent
lockdowns and isolation have been a peritraumatic event. Capturing a period of contagion, chaos, and
uncertainty, this thesis explores the nature and process of narrativization within COVID-19 comics
from a graphic medical conceptual lens. COVID-19 comics are seen as a material, multimodal, and
iconographic process that furthered the cultural and historical documentation of the chaotic and
uncertain event, which rethought the boundaries of health and medicine. Viewed as distress narratives,
the multimodality within comics is analysed in terms of stylistic features and narrative arcs to trace the
newly emergent iconography of COVID-19 through these comics. The study also attempts to theorise
how the comic form has been used to narrativise tales from HCWs and non-HCW perspectives and
dismantle the traditional healthcare binaries. Three primary texts under study were published in 2020
and 2021, two critical pandemic years; COVID Chronicles: A Comic Anthology (2021) edited by
Kendra Boileau and Rich Johnson; Covid Chronicles: True Stories from the Front-Lines of COVID-
19 (2020) by Ethan Sacks, Dalibor Talaji¢, and Lee Loughridge; The Quarantine Life: A COVID-19
Era Comics Anthology (2020) edited by Steven Walker and Greg Follender, The study draws on the
frameworks of literary trauma studies, narrative medicine, and narrative hermeneutics for multimodal
discourse analysis, framed by the graphic narrative theories of Thierry Groensteen and Scott McCloud.
The research contributes to the theoretical and practical positionality of the concept of ‘narrativisation’
within scholarship, such as graphic medicine, in a post-COVID-19 world and beyond.
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