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ABSTRACT

The study develops the concept of chromatic consciousness as a critical framework for
understanding the complex experiences of Black women in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, Alice
Walker’s The Color Purple, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus. Drawing on Patricia
Collins’s theory of intersectionality and the matrix of domination, the analysis demonstrates how
structural, interpersonal, hegemonic, and disciplinary forms of power converge to restrict Black
women’s selfhood, while simultaneously generating possibilities for agency and transformation. The
research further incorporates Carl Jung’s shadow archetype and individuation to examine how
characters confront internalised oppression and move toward psychological wholeness. Additionally,
Andrew J. Elliot and Markus Maier’s color-in-context theory illuminates the affective and symbolic
power of colour in negotiating social meaning and identity.

In The Bluesi Eye, chromatic consciousness reveals how the internalisation of whiteness as an
aesthetic and moral ideal fractures the self. The Color Purple traces Celie’s movement from silencing
and subjugation to self-realisation, with chromatic symbolism reinforcing themes of healing,
solidarity, -and resistance. In Purple Hibiscus, Kambili undergoes a transformation from
submissiveness to active resistance as she develops chromatic consciousness, which enables her to
confront oppressive structures, Through acts of defiance against authoritarian control, she advances
toward individuation, demonstrating how psychological resilience facilitates the negotiation of
identity within postcolonial and patriarchal contexts.

Across these texts, colour becomes a dynamic force that mediates oppression and enables
individuation. By bringing together Black feminist theory, analytical psychology, and colour studies,
this research coniributes a novel interpretative lens for understanding identity formation, solidarity,
and resistance in Black women’s literature.
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