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ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the multifaceted experiences of individuals with dyslexia as
represented in four sclect American dyslexia memoirs: My Dyslexia by Philip Schultz, Ambitious by
Likewise and Velvet Skies, Backwords Forword by Catherine A. Hirschman and Christine R.
Melton, and Tackling Dyslexia and Learning Disabilities by Russell Goodacre. The critical lenses of
power, stigma, and resilience are used for textual analyses, which are grounded within the
interdisciplinary framework of Critical Disability Studies. Foregrounding Foucauldian readings of
disability and dyslexia, the study explores how the memoirs portray power structures that regulate
and shape dyslexic subjectivities. The stigma of dyslexia, analyzed through microaggression theory,
is approached as a material and discursive force that conditions access and opportunities. The
conceptual framework to understand resilience is traced through distinct approaches to resilience
within psychology and the reframing of resilience by disability studies scholars. Further, to account
for the multidimensional nature of lived experiences of individuals with dyslexia, this thesis
introduces an original conceptual framework titled the ‘Epiphanic Tapestry of Resilience’. It
conceptualizes dyslexic resilience as a non-linear, relational, and intersectional process shaped by
‘mini-epiphanies’ or subtle shifts in self-understanding. This research offers a dual contribution to
the field of Critical Disability Studies: (1) a critical literary-cultural analysis of dyslexia memoirs as
sites that reveal the political and social production of distinct dyslexié subjectivities and their
entanglement with stigma and resilience; and (2) a theoretical extension of resilience within Critical
Disability Studies by proposing a non-linear model that resists neoliberal framings of resilience
based on notions of individual willpower and ‘overcoming’.
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