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ABSTRACT

The genre of novels often holds a mirror of society while in turn getting shaped by it. Several
elements of the novel have been subjected to critical scrutiny to open up newer avenues of meaning
making, However, spatiality of a narrative has been largely relegated as static and inconsequential,
This thesis ventures to analyse the representation of spaces in two Malayalam novels written by M T
Vansudevan Nair - The House Around the Courtyard and The Demonseed. Both the texts are replete
with spatial representations that capture the essence of the Valluvanadan life in Kerala in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century. Using a three pronged approach, the thesis studies how the
construction of spatiality from an experiential perspective bridges the gap between real and imagined
spaces. Through a nuanced method that constructs spaces experientially, the study attempts to
understand the ways in which spatiality in the selected texts address the concerns of power, caste and
gender, The study explores the intricacies of the changing social, political and historical times of the
represented places to explore how spatiality in the novels of M T Vasudevan Nair are used as an
informant of history and culture. The study uses Yifu Tuan’s theories on Experiential places and
Topophilia along with Robert Tally’s notions on Topophrenia in order to navigate through the
dimensions of spatiality. Through an extensive analysis of the selected texts, the thesis investigates
the ways in which experiential places of a narrative can engage in a meaning making process with
the reader to disseminate knowledge of the world it seeks to represent. It questions the general trend
of relegating space as a canvas where events unfurl by looking into the possibilities enshrouded
around the discourse of literary spatiality. The thesis contextualises space as a layered, affective and
contributing element of a narrative.
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