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ABSTRACT

This dissertation explores the complex and often overlooked lived experiences of Gulf-returned
Malayalees, especially those of second-generation migrants. While much scholarship on migration
has focused on the act of migration and the economic impact of remittances, this study shifis the gaze
to Gulf returnees who have grown up in the GCC, which in turn has shaped their identities in
profound ways, navigating a sense of in-betweenness and displacement upon coming "home."

The dissertation combines non-fiction narrativisation drawn from the oral history method of in-depth
interviews with select Gulf returnees, and a critical analysis that interprets these stories through
theoretical frameworks. Concepts such as Homi Bhabha’s theory on Hybridity and the Third Space
are employed to offer an interpretive lens through which to understand their ideas of identity,
belonging, and the sociocultural tensions of refurn while unpacking the politics of everyday living in
the homeland and the potential ambivalence that marks their sense of self.

By engaging directly with these narratives, the study provides insight into how the second generation
of migrants, who grew up in the Gulf, re-negotiate their place in an Indian society that has changed
during their absence, and how their prolonged exposure to a transnational life influences their
cultural belonging. Ultimately, this research contributes to migration studies by re-centring return as
a complex experience, and by demonstrating how identity is continually reworked in the space
between migration and return migration.
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