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ABSTRACT

Cooperative societies play a major role in enhancing economic and social wellbeing and development
through collective ownership and democratic participation that is recognized under the social
entrepreneurship domain. The present research aims to understand the influence of seven principles
of cooperative social enterprises (such as voluntary membership, democratic member control,
economic participation, autonomy and independence, education- training- information, cooperation
among cooperatives, and concern for the community) on the responsible well-being of rural artisans.
Responsible well-being is conceptualized in terms of physical well-being, livelihood, capabilities,
equity, and sustainability. The study also investigates the indirect effect of endogenous and exogenous
factors on the relationship between cooperative principles and responsible well-being. Endogenous
factors were studied as a four-dimensional construct, comprising sub- dimensions such as technology
and facilities, production factors, market positioning, and education. The sub-dimensions of
exogenous factors construct included economic policies, access to finance, legal frameworks, and
market structure. Data was collected from rural artisans in Karnataka who are members of registered
handicraft cooperatives. For the quantitative component, data were gathered from 415 artisans using a
pre-tested questionnaire while the qualitative data collection involved direct, personal in-depth
interviews with 40 artisans and 10 focus group discussions (each comprising 10 members associated
with the cooperative society). Judgmental sampling was used to identify the respondents. Quantitative
data were analyzed employing various descriptive and inferential statistics using SPSS. Hypotheses
and the research model were tested via partial least squares structural equation modelling (PLS-SEM)
in SmartPLS. Qualitative data were analyzed through textual analysis, thematic analysis, topic
modelling, and sentiment analysis in Python. The findings confirm a positive and significant
relationship between cooperative principles and the responsible well-being of rural handicraft
artisans, with endogenous and exogenous factors playing a partial mediating role. The study
concludes by discussing the practical and theoretical implications of these findings and offering
recommendations for cooperative societies and policymakers.
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