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ABSTRACT

The thesis titled Antinomies of Culture: A Spiritual Ecological Reading of the Select Novels of
Wendell Berry is a study of the cultural disparity through the lens of spiritual ecology in the novels of
Wendell Berry, a seminal figure in American agrarian thought and environmental literature. Berry’s
writings critique the dichotomies between nature and culture, individual and community, and
tradition and modemnity, advocating for a holistic worldview that reorients human relationships with
the land. The study examines how Berry’s writings, especially his novels, Nathan Coulter (1960), A
Place on Earth (1967), The Memory of Old Jack (1974), Remembering (1988), Jayber Crow (2000),
and Hannah Coulter (2004), articulate a deep reverence for place, community, and sustainability
while critiquing industrialised modes of living that estrange humanity from the natural world by
employing spiritual ecology. The study will primarily focus on six selected novels by Berry while
also incorporating insights and perspectives from his broader oeuvre to contextualise and enrich the
analysis. Berry’s concept of membership, especially membership in the large community of the
environment, is central to this analysis, an ethical framework that underscores the interdependence
and interconnectedness of human and nonhuman life. Through close reading of the novels, this thesis
explores how Berry integrates spiritual ecology into ecological narratives, presenting a
counter-cultural ethos that resists exploitative systems. The analysis foregrounds his critique of
contemporary environmental crises juxtaposed with a vision of harmonious coexistence rooted in
agratrian values and localised community living. It highlights Berry’s relevance in fostering dialogues
on sustainability, spirituality, and cultural regeneration.
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