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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the 1947 Partition refugee camps in Delhi and Punjab, and the representation of
the traumatic refugee experiences within these spaces. It does so through the selected short stories
that were published between 2017 to 2023 by the third-generation Partition writers such as, Shobha
Rao, Anirudh Kalra, Shivani Salil, Tarun K. Saint, and N.K. Sondhi. The thesis employs critical
discourse analysis as its methodology for the examination of the short stories. This methodological
approach is suitable to examine how the short stories create, sustain, and question power relations
and cultural norms. Through its findings, the thesis aims to redefine the camp spaces as rehabilitative
environments, placing this definition alongside other macro and micro narratives. It then shifts the
focus from the physical space of the refugee camps to their inhabitants: the refugees. The research
work studies the psychological and emotional suffering of the refugees within the camps, particularly
the trauma, as depicted in the short stories. Delving further into the concept of refugee trauma, the
research work then moves beyond the spatial configuration of the refugee camps and examines the
transmission of this historical trauma onto the next generation as the refugee virasat. This work is
significant as it not only expands the understanding of the psychological impact of the Partition on
the refugees but also sheds light on its continual nature and existing remnants through
intergenerational transmission.
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