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ABSTRACT

Human trafficking remains a socio-political and human rights crisis in India, with West Bengal
emerging as a significant corridor of this illegal trade. Trafficking networks enable individuals to
migrate across national borders by taking advantage of systemic structural weaknesses such as
poverty, socio-political instability, and poor law enforcement. Bangladesh has been identified as a
major origin country for women trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation, and India, especially
West Bengal, is both a source and a destination for such trafficked people. The border districts of
West Bengal are particularly vulnerable to the encroachment of such trafficking networks due to their
geographical proximity to the porous border of Bangladesh. Limited border control, accentuated with
corruption and inadequate inter-agency coordination, further exacerbates this situation. Traffickers
attempt to lure socially and economically vulnerable individuals under the promise of voluntary
migration or labor, making detection of exploitation and intervention complicated for law
enforcement officials. Moreover, the socio-economic distress, gender biases, and lack of any viable
employment opportunities make such vulnerable individuals susceptible to trafficking under false
pretenses of better work prospects. Although there exists a plethora of regional and international
laws to prevent human trafficking, enforcement gaps continue to impede any anti-trafficking efforts.
Although India has enacted stringent legislation such as The Immoral Traffic (Prevention, Care, and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021, its implementation remains fragmented. Despite bilateral efforts, the
persistence of human trafficking along the India-Bangladesh border highlights the limitations of a
strictly state- centric approach. This research applies the securitization theory to analyze how human
trafficking is framed as a security threat and how such framing influences policy responses. It
analyses the effectiveness of existing securitization measures and examines the need for a shift
towards a multilateral cooperative framework involving regional organizations, international
agencies, and civil society actors. By assessing gaps in the current securitization approach, the study
highlights the need for a more comprehensive and human rights-centric strategy that balances
security imperatives with victim protection. Addressing the challenge of human trafficking requires a
multi-pronged approach that integrates community-driven initiatives, governmental, and legal
measures to dismantle trafficking networks.
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