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ABSTRACT

As digital communication continues to shape political discourse, memes have emerged as a potent tool for
conveying complex political messages in concise, often humorous formats. This research aims to unravel the
multifaceted nature of memes and their role in shaping public opinion during a crucial democratic process.
The study adopts an interpretative paradigm to analyze a corpus of 307 memes circulated during the election
period. Three methodological approaches are employed to provide an understanding of the memes' content
and structure: thematic analysis, multimodal analysis, and genre analysis. These methods address the major
themes, meaning-making components, and compositional strategies of political memes during the election.

The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how digital media, particularly memes, influence
political communication and public engagement in contemporary democratic processes. By focusing on the
Kerala Assembly election, the research provides insights into the localized adaptation of global meme culture
within a specific political and cultural context. This study has implications for political strategists,
policymakers, and media scholars secking to comprehend the dynamics of online political discourse. It
highlights the potential of memes as both a reflection of public sentiment and a tool for shaping political
narratives. The insights gained contribute to the broader fields of political communication, digital media
studies, and electoral research, while also offering practical implications for understanding and engaging with
evolving forms of political discourse in the digital age.
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