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ABSTRACT

The graphic novel landscape in India has witnessed a significant change with innovative and revolutionary
ideas, The new age writers of the graphic novel express divergent attitudes towards social and cultural issues
realising how images possess a shaping force over how identities are performed and understood. However,
both the literary and academic realms sometimes fail to acknowledge the obvious agency in the graphic
narratives that break conventions and engage in narratives and visual art that might raise the stature of this
medium from ‘low’ art towards a renewed glocal identity. This research is an attempt to study narratives by
two Indian graphic authors who integrate image and text to explore cultural complexities and societal
constructs of the millennial age by subverting the conventional approach of narratology in the graphic
medium by adopting postmodern literary conventions,

Appupen and Amruta Patil through their narratological techniques aim at a critically enhanced reading of
graphic narratives by adopting a complex visual-verbal rhetoric. The research aims at a critical discourse
analysis of the works of the two graphic artists mentioned, through the lens of semiotic theory as proposed by
Roland Barthes to unravel the alternate mythical realities that the narratives propose, gender representations in
retellings through the gender theories of Judith Butler and masculinity studies of Raewyn Connell. The
research also will aim at an inquiry into innovative narratological techniques in the visual verbal medium as
propounded Scott McCloud. The study of these narratives under the postmodern lens critically examines the
specific conventions, intertextual elements and so forth that subvert linearity of graphic aesthetic experience
and thereby establish these texts as ‘glocal’ in nature and representative of artificial or alternate myth builders

of the millennial age,
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