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CHRIST UNIVERSITY

Christ University was born out of the educational vision of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, an 

educationalist and social reformer of the nineteenth century in South India. He founded the 

first Catholic indigenous congregation, Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI) in 1831 which 

administers Christ University.

Established in 1969 as Christ College, it undertook path breaking initiatives in Indian higher 

education with the introduction of innovative and modern curricula, insistence on academic 

discipline, imparting of Holistic Education and adoption of global higher education practices 

with the support of creative and dedicated staff. The University Grants Commission (UGC) 

of India conferred Autonomy to Christ College in 2004 and identified it as an Institution with 

Potential for Excellence in 2006. In 2008 under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956, the Ministry of 

Human Resource Development of the Government of India, declared the institution a Deemed 

to be University, in the name and style of Christ University. One of the first institutions in India 

to be accredited in 1998 by the NAAC, and subsequently in 2004 and 2016, Christ University 

has the top grade ‘A’ in the 4-point scale.

The multi-disciplinary University which focuses on teaching research and service, offers 

Bachelors to Doctoral programmes in humanities, social sciences, science, commerce, 

management, engineering, education and law to over 18000 students. The campus is a living 

example of the harmonious multiculturalism with students from all the states of India and from 

around 60 different countries. Christ University publishes six peer-reviewed research journals 

and has published more than 300 books in Kannada and English. A promoter of sports, music 

and literary activities, it is a nurturing ground for creative excellence.

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

The Department of English Studies at Christ University comprises of a dynamic and 

enterprising group of individuals, ready to take on any epistemic challenge and make meaning 

out of it. As part of the Deanery of Humanities and Social Sciences, this department is truly one 

with a human face. The department is committed to critical reading of the self, society and the 

imagined. It opens up the syllabus to texts of various kinds, visual, verbal, cultural and social. It 

aims at reading intensively into not just literatures but the politics of the society at large that 

reveals itself through various texts. 

Melange is an annual national seminar organized by the MA in English with Communication 

Studies programme, Department of English, Christ University, Bengaluru. The seminar facilitates 

a space for both inter and intra disciplinary approaches towards established and emerging 

discourses across diverse fields of thought as manifested through literatures and the varied 

arts. This year, Melange looks at the changing critical approaches towards the Panchabhuta 

across time zones.
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Indic traditions have been connected to the concept of the Panchabhuta. Varied world 

philosophies across human history have explored the concept of the constitution of the 

universe through the Panchabhuta. In Hindu philosophy the five elements - Prithvi (Earth), Jal 

(Water), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Air) and Aakash (Aether), are believed to be the basis of all cosmic 

creation. These elements with individualistic characteristics account for different faculties of 

human experience.

The fundamental harmony at the micro and macrocosm level is manifested in the Nature 

and the Cosmos. In this context, Romain Rolland’s words ring true, “There is no negation. All 

is harmonized…Everything has its place, every being has its function, all take part in the divine 

concert, their different voices, and their very dissonances, creating, in the phrase of Heraclitus, 

a most beautiful harmony”. In the present age when antagonism and discordance signify the 

spirit of the time, even the nominal element contributing to the balance of the world marks a 

difference. The concept of the four elements- water, air, fire and earth corresponding to the 

four bodily humours and temperaments, has precedence in ancient Western philosophy.

In the Indian tradition the Panchabhuta studied through diverse disciplines are represented 

in myriad forms symbolising both the creative and the destructive force. The seminar aims to 

cut across languages and literary forms to probe into and critically engage with the role the 

Panchabhuta essays in the concretisation of abstract ideas. The works taken for study can be 

oral, written or performative, in English or bhasa (vernacular) literatures, written by authors 

of Indian origin or diasporic India. They must be strictly contextualised within the Indian 

landscape and ethos. Looking into the dynamics of the Panchabhuta, the seminar will provide 

a platform to reflect upon, analyse and critique the varied manifestations of these elements 

through literature and art forms.
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ABSTRACTS AND PAPERS

Submission of abstract - 31 December 2017 (250 words)
Approval of abstract - 02 January 2018
Submission of registration form along with the registration fee - 5 January 2018
Last date to submit the final paper - 20 January 2018 (Max. 3000 words)
Send your abstracts/ papers/ queries to: melange@eng.christuniversity.in

For further queries contact:

Anju Jose Palatty      Ana Viegas

+91 9496081897 +91 8378969637

anju.palatty@eng.christuniversity.in ana.viegas@eng.christuniversity.in

REGISTRATION

Faculty and Research Scholars (Presenters and Participants) – Rs 1000 (includes seminar kit, 

certificate and lunch)

Student Presenters – Rs 500 (includes certificate and lunch)

Student Participants – Rs 300 (includes certificate)

PAYMENT DETAILS

DD to be drawn in favour of ‘Christ University’ payable at Bengaluru or
Money transfer to A/c. A144A1120171119, South Indian Bank, Christ University Branch 

(IFSC  SIBL0000396)

For further details, please visit our website: www.christuniversity.in/melange

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Dr. Arya Aiyappan 
Convener, Melange 2018 
Department of English 
Christ University, Bengaluru 
Karnataka, India – 560029 
arya.aiyappan@christuniversity.in 
080-4012-9065 
+91 9886656335
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