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ABSTRACT

Among all the literary genres that have been created and cultivated over the ages, Nonsense verse perhaps
emerges as one of the most challenging one to comprehend. Nonsense verse often employs subversion
(language, syntax, logic etc.) as its tool and often leaves the readers in state of confusion. A look into the
limericks of Edward Lear would bear testimony to this fact. As readers and researchers, the quest for meaning
has unravelled many literary and philosophical pursuits. One such possibility, therefore, could be the attempt
to comprehend and critically analyse the very unique literary genre termed as Nonsense verse. From the
multiple understandings and debatable definitions of different verse forms, one unique and rare genre, evolves
in the form of nonsense poetry. Following the cue, this thesis purports to seek sense and meaning from what is
generally labelled as “nonsense” It depicts that it is the functionality of existing, creative stylistics, in
fanguage and understanding, and the text’s contextual placement that bring out the sense in nonsense, Just as
Edward Lear mastered this art form in the west, Sukumar Ray took up and crafted out this genre in India,
though he wasn’t the only one.

The thesis fraces the evolution of nonsense verse in India, literary and folk to understand the possible
functionality of this genre, as it exists in India and as the study would show, the writer with the maximum
contribution to this evolution, was Sukumar Ray. Therefore, as understanding the evolution and functions of
Indian nonsense verse becomes the object of the study, an in-depth, contextual study of the select poems of
Sukumar Ray, the national pioncering writer of nonsense, become the subject, In this way, this research, is an
attempt to unearth a fresh approach of re-evaluating the function of nonsense verse and possibly confer upon
it a more considerable eminence. The focus of the thesis is to provide more understanding and credibility to
the genre itself through the study of selected works of Sukumar Ray.
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