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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on select fictional narratives with food mentions at the peripheries to enquire into the
textualisation of food that exhibits the existence of an enunciative culinary space wherein the nuances of
individual and collective identities are negotiated. The culinary space is conceptualised by considering
the defined and built physical space wherein activities associated with the culinary realm occur and the
imaginative space created through the presence and absence of food. This culinary space interacts with
mobility, which serves as the linking idea that ties together Anita Nair’s Ladies Coupé, Bharti Kirchner’s
Darjeeling, Monica Ali’s Brick Lane, Kunzang Choden’s The Circle of Karma, and Manjushree Thapa’s
Seasons of Flight, and informs these specific textualisations of food and prompts the need to focus on the
representations of everyday lived experiences. The insights gleaned from this research add to the existing
discourses on identity by looking into the textualisation of food shaped by notions of space and mobility
to show that the transformative quality of food is reflected in the dynamism of the culinary space that
endorses the same in the negotiation of identities that are explored, perceived, and projected within,
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