APRIL 2020- MARCH 2021

SOCIA
NEWSLETTER
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND
SOCIAL WORK

Preface
Dr.Victor Paul

Professor and Head
Department of Sociology and Social Work

The Department of Sociology and Social Work at CHRIST (Deemed to be
University) provides Ph.D., and Post-Doctoral Fellowship programmes
for aspiring research scholars. There are three postgraduate
programmes, namely Master of Arts in Applied Sociology, Master of
Social Work (with two specialisations - Clinical and Community Practice,
and Human Resource Development and Management), and a Master of
Science in Sustainable Development. The Department also offers
Undergraduate programmes under the triple major system with the
departments of Psychology, Economics, International Studies, History,
and English Studies.
The Department adopts the strategy of learning by doing and caters with
opportunities for the holistic development of the students. The primary
emphasis is on building skills required for professional development and
academic excellence. The Department encourages student-led projects,
which can help the betterment of society. As part of the curriculum, the
Department organizes rural camps, industrial visits, webinars, seminars,
conferences, workshops, educational programmes like street plays, fests,
etc. These programmes create awareness on various societal issues,
improve students' knowledge, and enhance their skills to be professional
Sociologists and Social Workers.

WEBINARS APRIL,MAY-2020
The Department of Sociology and Social Work organized three webinars during
the lockdown periods, to help students enhance their skills, capabilities, and their
thirst for knowledge.
The first webinar was conducted by Dr. Pandu Naik, (Principal Consultant Talent
Avenues) on the 30th of April, 2020 at 10 am. The main objective of the webinar
was to help students to be familiarized with the concepts of Industrial Relations
and the importance of Employee Management, Employee Discipline, Industrial
Peace & Harmony, and Employee Grievances. He also explained the concept of
tripartite, which means three parties- The Employer, Employees, and the
Government.
The second webinar which was conducted on the 2nd of May, 2020 at 11.15 am,
by Dr. K. N Jagadish, (the HR Manager at Toyota Kirloskar), was a productive,
interactive, and engaging session for all the students. He mainly focused on the
basics of the Performance Management System, thereby giving an overview of
the key definitions, and specifying Performance Appraisal and Performance
Assessment. He then went on to emphasize other related concepts within this.
The third webinar which was conducted on the 3rd of May, 2020 at 4 pm, by Mr.
Ranjith Tigga, (HR Manager at Shahi Exports) was all about Skill Development,
wherein he gave a brief emphasis on how the government gives priority today to
every individual, but most people are qualified but not skilled. Mr. Ranjith gave
the students a glimpse into few of the skill development projects starting such as
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana and he also mentioned that
the training program was available only for the Rural BPL, and other details about
the program, like the requirements and such.

WEBINARS
Humanity is going through an unprecedented time and mankind is put to rest by nature. At the
time when COVID-19 continues to impact more individuals and communities, social workers
across the globe are working on the frontlines to ensure the health and well-being of the
people they serve. At Christ (Deemed to be University), the Social work Cluster continues to
inspire and motivate the young budding social workers to learn through online platforms and
webinars with social work practitioners. Webinars are one of the most innovative forms of Elearning amid this pandemic lockdown. The Social Work Faculty members of Clinical and
Community Practice Cluster from Department of Sociology and Social Work cluster organized a
series of six webinars from 23rd April to 1st May on a range of various topics from 6-7 pm. All
sessions were concluded with question answer sessions and quiz on the presentation. An
average of 60-65 participants from various social work institutions participated in all six
sessions of this webinar series including MSW CCP students of CHRIST Deemed to be
University.
The sessions that were a part of the series were,
23 April 2020: Child Rights and Protection by Mr. Vasudeva Sharma, Executive Director of
Child Rights Trust.

Think Global Act Local: An NGO perspective of sustainable
development by Dr. Naveen Thomas, Headstreams, Bangalore.
27th April 2020: Green Social Work by Dr. Elsa Mary, Faculty of Social work,
BharathMatha School of Social Work, Kochi.
28th April 2020: LFA, Project Monitoring and Evaluation by Mr. Richard Wurmbrand,
Head Program Quality, World Vision India and Mr. Sadhu Samuel, Head- Design,
Monitoring &Evaluation, World Vision India.
30th April 2020: Data Analysis for the Social Sector by Ms. Sindhu Naik, Consultant,
24th April 2020:

Bangalore.

WEBINAR MAY 2020

‘Woundedness; a place of human vulnerability’ by Ms
Anne Zachariah, counselor, practitioner and academician
gained the listener’s attention through the title of the session
and didn’t fail to hold the curiosity of listeners till the very
end.
The session was moderated by Prof. Cyril John, Assistant
Professor of Social work.
With access to so many resources at our fingertips, Social
Work Faculties of CCP Cluster continue to dedicate their
valuable time in arranging webinars, workshops, classes,
and online learning platforms creating transition mentoring
to thrive in the pandemic.

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY-31 MAY 2020
On World No Tobacco Day, the 31st of May 2020, the
faculty members of the department of sociology and
social work CCP cluster organized a Webinar on
‘Protecting youth from industry manipulation and
preventing them from Tobacco and Nicotine Use’. The
session was headed by Dr. Sinu. E, Associate professor
in Psychiatric Social Work from the Department of
Psychiatric Social Work, NIMHANS, Karnataka. The
main themes for the session were to debunk the myths
and expose manipulations accused by the industries,
equip the young with knowledge about tobacco, and
empower the youth to fight against tobacco. he
session covered the novel marketing tactics, the
messages from WHO, and the COPTA Act of 2003
with the helpline numbers.

The key takeaways from the session were about the
sections under the COPTA act and the practical
solutions for the youth and the upcoming social
workers to tackle the increasing use of tobacco in
their circles. Dr. Sinu specified on how small acts can
lead to a big change. Every person that attended the
session taking ownership in educating their near and
dear ones can create the snowball effect and thus
help create an impact. The session was moderated
by Dr. Ngaitlang Mary Tariang and was attended by
around 45 students and faculty members of the
department.

ALTERNATIVE’20- World
Environment Day (5th June)
To celebrate World Environment Day, the Department of Sociology and Social Work,
CHRIST (Deemed to be University) with Vimove Foundation Team presented ALTERNATIVE
20, A unique online live concert with various environmentalists, musicians, and creative
artists brought together on one platform. The proceeds from the concert are to serve the
vulnerable sections of the society affected due to COVD-19 by distributing Hygiene kits and
providing education for the children of migrant laborers making them more resilient.
Environmentalists such as Gauranga Das (Director of Govardhan Ecovillage), Arun
Krishnamurthy, Nitya Ramakrishnan, Trupti Doshi; Musicians such as Vasundhara Das (Singer
and Environmentalist), Shubhangi Joshi (Musician and Songwriter), Sri Rakesh Chaurasia
(Flautist), Sparsh Shah, Melvin D’Souza (Musician), Bryden and Parth (Singers); Artists such
as Vilas Nayak (Speed Painter), Vinay Hegde and many more came together to join hands
for a social cause.
Students, Ms. Srishti Sharma (II MSW CCP), Ms. Niranjana S, Mr. Albin Michael, and Ms.
Shubhangi Gupta from (I MSW CCP) of the Department of Sociology and Social Work, with
the guidance and support of the faculty team, worked hand in hand with the foundation to
make the event a success.

WEBINAR ON LABOUR
CODE
JUNE 6,2020

CODE ON OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY,
HEALTH & WORKING CONDITIONS BILL
2019 CODE ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
BILL 2019
BY: MR. K. VITTALA RAO, MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANT
DATED: 26/06/20
REPORTED BY: SAKSHI CHOUDHARY,
1937945

WEBINAR ON SOCIAL
WORK RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY
16 JUNE 2020

THE WEBINAR ON SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
WAS CONDUCTED BY DR. D.K. LAL DAS ON 16TH JUNE 2020
FROM 4PM TO 5.30PM. MR. LAL DAS IS THE DIRECTOR, CENTER
FOR RESEARCH, RODA MISTRY COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK AND
RESEARCH CENTER AND IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS RESEARCHES
IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL WORK. HE HAS ALSO WORKED ON
SEVERAL PROJECTS AND PUBLISHED NUMEROUS ARTICLES. THE
WEBINAR WAS ATTENDED BY THE STUDENTS OF SOCIAL WORK
AND SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF CHRIST UNIVERSITY, M.PHIL.
AND PHD STUDENTS AS WELL.
MR. LAL DAS EXPLAINED THE ABOVE TYPES OF SINGLE SUBJECT
DESIGN WITH GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATIONS WHICH MADE IT
MORE COMPREHENSIBLE. SIR ALSO EXPLAINED THIS CONCEPT
BY GIVING US AN EXAMPLE OF A RESEARCH STUDY- ANXIETY OF
A SURGICAL PATIENT AND EFFECTS OF A SOCIAL WORK
INTERVENTION.
THE WEBINAR CONCLUDED WITH A QUESTION AND ANSWER
SESSION BETWEEN THE FACULTY, STUDENTS AND MR. LAL DAS.
IT WAS A VERY INFORMATIVE SESSION AND THE STUDENTS
GAINED KNOWLEDGE ON METHODOLOGY OF SOCIAL WORK
RESEARCH.

WEBINAR ON ORGANISATIONAL STRATEGIES IN
THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY.
23 JUNE 2020
The department of Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be University) organised on
23rd June 2020 a webinar on “Organizational Strategies in the Twenty-First Century.” The webinar
was attended by over 180 students and faculty members.
The Department would like to extend its deepest gratitude to Prof. Aithal, for sharing his valuable
insights with students and faculty.
The welcoming note was given by Prof. Victor Paul, Head of Department. Prof. Hemalatha ma’am
introduced the esteemed speaker to the attendees.
Prof. Aithal has over 29 years of experience in research and 18 years of experience in administration.
He holds two PhD degrees, in Physics and Business Management. He has over 50 research
publications in nonlinear optics and photonics as well as over 400 publications in Business
Management to his credit. He has also authored several engineering books in his diverse and
successful career.
Finally, Prof. Suresh Kumar delivered the vote of thanks and the webinar was concluded on that
note.

WEBINAR: NDPS ACT 1985 AND ITS
APPLICATION IN SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE
The students of Sociology and Social work, Christ
(Deemed to be University) organized a webinar on ”
NDPS Act 1985 and its application in Social Work
Practice” on 27th June 2020, 6:00 pm. The Webinar
was open to both students and faculty members
from the Department of Sociology and Social work.
The keynote speaker was Adv. Fr. Jijo Thomas
Placheril who was an expert in the particular area.
The department was honored to have Fr. Jijo share
his insights on the topic. The master of ceremony
Ms. Niranjana S. from 3rd MSW-CCP gave a general
instruction followed by the introductory video (a
short video on drugs and substances with statistical
support) to familiarize the audience and set the tone
for the webinar.

The key speaker for the day was welcomed by Dr. Victor
Paul, Head, Department of Sociology and Social Work, this
was followed by an introduction by Ms. Diya Mariam Saji.
The webinar was divided into different sessions and began
with an introduction to the concept of drugs (describing
and differentiating types), medical application of drugs,
illegal drugs, intake of drugs, negative impacts, effects on
culture, body, mind, environment, social indicators etc.
The session also included different approaches to deal
with drug usage and intake such as ‘Harm Reduction’
school, the ‘Abstinence Only’ school approaches and
punishments for the use of drugs (simple and rigorous
imprisonment). The session also included a detailed role of
a social worker in such a situation and tasks undertaken in
prevention, early identification and enhancing motivation.
The webinar concluded with an address by Dr. Victor Paul
and vote of thanks by Ms. Niranjana S.

3 AUG 2020

Webinar on Human Resource
Analytics.

THE WEBINAR SESSION ON HUMAN RESOURCE
ANALYTICS WAS CONDUCTED ON THE 3RD OF
AUGUST 2020 BY MR. MOHAN KUMAR WHO IS THE
PRACTICE HEAD AT WIPRO TECHNOLOGIES FROM 3
PM TO 4.40 PM. IT WAS AN EYE-OPENING,
CONSTRUCTIVE, INTERACTIVE AND ENGAGING
SESSION FOR ALL STUDENTS.

8 AUGUST 2020

TALKING PUBLIC HEALTH, CIRCA
COVID-19 LECTURE SERIES
India faces both unique challenges and unprecedented
opportunities in the sphere of public health. The COVID-19
pandemic has revealed the fragility of the public health care
systems, urging governments around the world to revisit their
public health policies. In August 2020, Socius, Applied
Sociology Students Collective of the Department of Sociology
and Social Work, organized a lecture series on the Theme
‘Talking Public Health, circa COVID-19.’ The lecture series
offered a platform to initiate discussion on a wide array of
topics that play a decisive role in shaping the course of public
health policies in India.
The first lecture of the series, ‘COVID-19 and Lessons for
Public Health Systems’ was organized on the 8th of August.
The lecture was delivered by Dr. T Sundararaman, Global
Coordinator, People’s Health Movement. He discussed the
necessity of a paradigm shift in the public health discourse in
India. From the origin of the modern public health discourse
to the public-private nexus in health service delivery, Dr.
Sundararaman offered an illuminating lecture, laying a
strong foundation for further discussions and debates on
public health discourse in India.
The second lecture of the series ‘Decentralization and
Community Participation in COVID Control - Kerala
Experience’ was conducted on the 17th of August and was
delivered by Dr Jayasree A K, Head of the Department of
Community Medicine at the Academy of Medical Sciences,
Pariyaram, Kerala.

8 AUGUST 2020

TALKING PUBLIC HEALTH, CIRCA
COVID-19 LECTURE SERIES

Dr Jayasree extensively discussed decentralised governance and
community participation in public health and in the fight against
COVID19, with regard to the measures taken by the Government of
Kerala to control the spread of the virus. The speaker suggested that
decades of investment in public health and a long history of social
reform movements rooted in the egalitarian principles of
development, social justice, and equality, have paved the way for the
successful containment of COVID-19 in Kerala. Dr Jayasree stressed
the importance of community participation under the leadership of
empowered local governments as one of the most effective strategies
in COVID-19 control.
On August 22, the third lecture of the public health lecture series was
organised on the topic ‘Reimagining the Urban in the Post COVID
India.’ The speaker Dr. Piush Antony is a Social Policy Specialist at
UNICEF India. The enlightening lecture offered a new perspective
into understanding public health in the post-COVID world. The
lecture covered a wide array of topics ranging from the dynamics of
‘the new normal’ to the politics of social distancing.
The final lecture of the series ‘Social Determinants of Health:
Towards a Humanitarian Approach to Public Health,’ was delivered
on 27th August 2020 by Dr. Asima Jena, Assistant Professor,
Department of Sociology, University of Hyderabad. Dr Jena
discussed the importance of developing a humanitarian approach
towards public health policies in the post-COVID 19 world, which
requires a broad array of disciplines to inform and influence the
totality of their precept and practice to advance global health.
The lecture series brought together public health experts from various
fields and has established a platform that encourages more
discussions on the importance of a fresh perspective into public health
in the post-COVID 19 world.

11 AUGUST 2020

UNORGANISED SECTOR, INFORMAL
LABOUR AND STATE EFFORTS TOWARDS
FORMALIZATION IN INDIA
On 11 August 2020, the Department of Sociology and Social
Work Organized a webinar on the topic: The Unorganised Sector,
Informal Labour and State Efforts towards formalisation in India,
which was presented by Dr Vinoj Abraham, Guest Professor, Center
for Developmental Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The
webinar was a 1-hour session that took place from 4:30 p.m to
5:30 p.m. Dr Vinoj Abraham is the Faculty in Charge of the
National Research Programme on Plantation Development
(NRPPD), sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce, Government of
India. Dr Vinoj Abraham has published his works on Labour
Economics, Gender and Development, Economics of Technology and
Innovation, Development Economics, Regional Development, and
Plantation studies.
Unorganised sector means an enterprise owned by individuals or
self-employed workers engaged in the production or sale of goods or
providing service of any kind, and where the enterprise employs
workers, the number of such workers is less than ten. As per certain
studies pertaining to emerging market economies, especially in
developing countries, not relating to India, 70 to 80 per cent of our
total employment is generated in the unorganised sector. According
to the data of the National Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganised Sector (NCEUS), popularly known as the Arjun
Sengupta Commission which submitted its report in 2007, 50 per
cent of India’s GDP comes from the unorganised sector in terms of
activity, or in terms of characteristics. Further, in the 1990s,
India’s workforce comprised nearly 92 per cent of unorganised
workers, with almost the entire farm sector falling under the
unorganised category, and only one-fifth of the non-farm workers
working in the organised segment (Sakthivel and Joddar, 2006).
Around 52 per cent of unorganised workers were engaged in
agricultural and allied activities, and they constituted almost 90
per cent of the total labour force in 2006-07 (NCEUS, 2007).

18 AUGUST 2020

SOCIAL SCIENCES: CHALLENGES
AND RELEVANCE

On the 18th of August, the Department of Sociology and Social work,
CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bengaluru, organised a webinar on Social
Sciences: Challenges and Relevance by Prof. Maitrayee Chaudhari, Centre for
the Study of Social Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She
discussed the relevance of the Classical Sociologist perspective in
understanding social science’s relevance in modern democratic society. She
brings in the philosophy of classical sociologists such as C. Wright Mills’
Sociological Imagination and Peter Berger’s Invitation to Sociology. In doing
so, she tried to elucidate the different ways of understanding society.
She begins her talk by questioning one’s choice of selecting subjects at the
school and college levels. She quotes C. Wright Mills and says that one’s will is
not so personal, instead is governed by society. Society has considered some
subjects as sacrosanct over others; she cites her example of how her family,
relatives, and neighbourhood negatively reacted to her choice of choosing the
field of humanities over science and commerce.
By shedding light on the relevance of social science, Prof. Chaudhuri says
that it helps us understand our aspirations and limitations better. It further
elucidates how society and history structure one’s identity. She goes on to give
relevant examples, for one to understand the connection between social
structure and the self. Knowledge of and from the social sciences can help one
gain an insight into their social position and the way their identities work with
each other.
Prof. Chaudhuri uses the Sociology of Peter Berger, to understand the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, where the society has normalised the migrant
labour unrest as ‘typical’ human behaviour. But sociology will tell us that
gender, class, and caste are differently impacted even in this “normal”
scenario.
In conclusion, she states that sociology and social work produce an
understanding of society, and quality data and information help understand it.
She shows hope when she mentions the New Education Policy (2020), and how
it might give equal status to social science along with other streams.
The talk was followed by a Q&A session, where the participants engaged with
the presenter and crucial questions regarding the education policy were
discussed and were answered with a constructive conclusion.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)
DRAFT 2020
1ST SEPTEMBER 2020

On September 1, Socius, Applied Sociology
Students Collective of the department of
Sociology and Social Work organized a talk on
the Environmental Impact Assessment Draft
2020. The talk was delivered by Nitin Sethi, a
journalist and a member of The Reporters'
Collective. He has investigated, written, and
reported for two decades on the intersections of
India's political economy, natural resources,
environment, climate change, economy, public
finance, and development. Nitin Sethi discussed
the importance of public participation in
environmental lawmaking. The draft EIA 2020 is
subverting the Constitution by limiting the
inclusion of local decision-making bodies and
public participation in the region. In the light of
several protests and agitations against the draft,
the talk offered a deep insight into the future of
environmental policy discourse in India.

BOOK TALK: CASTE MATTERS - A CONVERSATION
WITH DR SURAJ YENGDE 24TH SEPTEMBER 2020

On the 24th of September, Socius, Applied
Sociology Students Collective of the Department of
Sociology and Social Work organized a discussion
on the book ‘Caste Matters’ with the author, Dr
Suraj Yengde. Dr Yengde, a Harvard postdoctoral
fellow, is one of India's leading public intellectuals
and a noted scholar of caste. He is the author of the
bestseller ‘Caste Matters,’ which was recently
featured in the prestigious ‘Best Nonfiction Books of
the Decade’ list by The Hindu. The talk offered an
insight into the book and some of the crucial issues
discussed by the author. The session was moderated
by Nithya and Archana of II MA Applied Sociology.
The esteemed author discussed a common man’s
everyday experiences with caste with emphasis on
symbolic elements in houses and surroundings. The
talk covered a broad array of topics, ranging from
the process of writing a book on Dalit identity in the
21st century.

SEPTEMBER 25,2020

WEBINAR: AWARENESS ON
DEMENTIA AND ELDERLY CARE
AMONG FAMILY CAREGIVERS
THE ‘D-AWARE (DEMENTIA
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN)’
SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL WORK OF CHRIST
(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)
ORGANIZED A WEBINAR ON
“AWARENESS ON DEMENTIA AND
ELDERLY CARE AMONG THE
FAMILY CAREGIVERS” ON 25TH
OF SEPTEMBER 2020 FROM 3.00
PM TO 4.00 PM. OVER FIFTY
PARTICIPANTS ATTENDED THE
WEBINAR.
THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR THE
DAY WAS MS. SRUTHI
SIVARAMAN, DEMENTIA CARETEAM LEAD, NIGHTINGALES
MEDICAL TRUST, BANGALORE,
WHO ENLIGHTENED THE
PARTICIPANTS WITH AN
INFORMATIVE SESSION.

SEPTEMBER 26,2020

Sociology and Social Work
Association Inauguration
2020 – 2021
On September 26th, 2020, the Sociology and Social Work
Association of the Department of Sociology and Social Work,
CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bengaluru, organised the
inauguration and investiture ceremony of its newly elected
office bearers for the academic year of 2020-2021. The
inaugural ceremony was attended by Dr Tony Sam George,
Dean of the School of Social Sciences, Dr Victor Paul, Head
of the Department, Department Cluster Coordinators, Faculty
members, office bearers of the academic year 2019 – 2020,
and the undergraduate and postgraduate students of the
Department of Sociology and Social Work.

WEBINAR ON SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP: SOCIAL
WORKERS PERSPECTIVES.
OCTOBER 3, 2020
The Department of Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be University) organized a
webinar on “Social Entrepreneurship: Social Workers Perspective” on 3rd October 2020 from
2.00 pm to 3.00 PM. The keynote speaker for the day was Mr. M. Antony Stephen, the
Department was immensely grateful to have Mr. Stephen for sharing his valuable insights.
The welcoming note and moderation of the session were delivered by Ms. Asmita Bhattacharya
of 1st MSW CCP. Dr. Princy Thomas introduced the Social Entrepreneur cell to the attendees by
explaining the objectives and relevance of the cell in and around Christ (Deemed to be
University. Followed by which the attendees who were addressed by Prof. Dr. Victor Paul. He
spoke about the resource person, social entrepreneurship cell, and the relevance of the topic
among the students.
Ms. Anlitta Francis from 1st MSW CCP introduced and welcomed the resource person. Followed
by this, Mr. Stephen presented an informative session on the topic Social Entrepreneurship: Social
Workers Perspective. He spoke from the meaning of Social Entrepreneurship, the Social
Enterprise spectrum, the difference between a commercial entrepreneur and a social
Entrepreneur, Process, Forces, opportunities, trends, and finally about the risks of social
entrepreneurship. He concluded by motivating us to promote the culture of creating Social Value
in our personal and professional lives.
The presentation followed an enriching Q&A session. The webinar concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Ms. Ann Mary Ninan of 1st MSW HRDM.

LANGUAGE DEATH, MEMORY AND ORALITY
3RD OCTOBER 2020

The Department of Sociology and Social Work organised a webinar
titled ‘Language Death, Memory and Orality’ on 3rd October 2020.
The speakers for this event were Prof. Ganesh N. Devy, Chairman, The
People’s Linguistic Survey of India and Founder of the Bhasha Research
and Publication Centre, and Prof. Shiv Visvanathan, Professor, O.P Jindal
Global University. The webinar was aptly subtitled as ‘a conversation
between’ the two speakers. An introductory note was given by the
organisers and opening remarks by Dr Rajeev. The conversation
explored the vast array of linguistic diversities present in India and the
world.
Linguistic imperialism and the resultant processes with respect to
dominant languages and dominated languages, the clerical approach
towards languages which creates an “othered” category of non-citizens
by denying means of expression and the dangers of this in an oral
society like India, were discussed by Prof Devy. He also shed light on the
drawbacks of technology - how artificial memory, as opposed to human
memory, is linear and therefore lacks a myth-making ability and the
ability to look into the future.
Prof. Visvanathan addressed issues around cognitive violence and
knowledge systems - certain pedagogies and knowledge cannot be
accessed without language since they are all intimately tied together. He
also spoke about how the diversity of language is beyond the efficiency
of technology, and if languages die, democracy dies, and thus, the need
for new languages arises. Prof. Visvanathan talked about having the
space for diversity in the future, and Prof. Devy about being able to
carry forward our knowledge of diversity that we so far have had.
Nearing the end of the session, the speakers invited queries from the
audience. The rich discussion that ensued proved that the session had
indeed been a fruitful and thought-provoking one for all present!

OCTOBER 9,2020
Webinar: The Need for Employee
Assistance Program During Covid-19 and
Post Pandemic
The Department of Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be University)
organized a webinar on “The Need for Employee Assistance Program during COVID19 and post Pandemic” on 9th October 2020, 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
The Department was immensely privileged to have Mr. Kiran C.S. for sharing his
experiences and strategies with all budding HR professionals of the Department of
Sociology and Social Work. The session was moderated by Ms. Rapunki Sikdar of
3rd MSW HRDM.
Following the welcome, the HOD. Prof. Dr. Victor Paul addressed the gathering by
speaking about the esteemed guest and the relevance of the Employee Assistance
Program in the current scenario.
The Vote of Thanks was delivered by Ms. Sakshi Choudhary of 3rd MSW HRDM, thus
concluding the session

ASPECTS OF TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT IN KERALA
10TH OCTOBER 2020
The Department of Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be
University) organised a webinar on “Aspects of Tribal development in
Kerala” on 10th October 2020 from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm. The department
was fortunate to have Dr Suresh. M sharing his experiences and insightful
learnings with the students of the department.
Dr Anu George.S introduced and moderated the session. Dr Suresh M
then took the attendees on an elaborate journey from the conceptualisation
of the category of tribes to the current trends of tribal communities in Kerala.
He explained the pre-and post-colonial state of tribal communities. He
shed light on various reports including those of James Will, Ayyappan,
Dabar, Madhavan Menon, etc. The emergence of the ideology “to improve
from primitive self and to avail protection from outsiders” which developed
over the years was elaborately explained. ‘Tribes' as a subject of
bureaucratic modernity - the welfare subject was brought to the attendees’
attention.
The tribal population in Kerala comprises 1.5% of the state’s total population,
with a total of 36 tribes settled across the districts of Wayanad, Idukki and
Palakkad spread along the Western Ghats. It was distinctively pointed out
that in Kerala the Rules for the Treatment and Management of Hill Man1893, which was a part of the Travancore Forest Regulation Act initiated the
change for tribal communities in the state, which indirectly served the aim of
improving from primitive self and availing protection from outsiders. It aimed
to settle down and not alienate places to increase agricultural production and
animal husbandry. The most evident developmental activities happened
during the tenure of Collector Madhavan Nair who created conditions for
development among the tribal groups of Attappady, Palakkad. His activities
have been recorded in the form of a book, which is revered in the field of
development. Exclusion from land ownership, negotiation and resistance by
tribes, Adivasi politics - recognition or/and distribution, the uniqueness of
these groups and the kind of development they need were elaborately
explained by Dr Suresh. M.
The floor was then opened for a Q&A session, and the event concluded
with a vote of thanks by the moderator.

YOUTH ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS 12TH OCTOBER 2020
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association of Christ
(Deemed to be University) organized a webinar on “Youth Action on
Sustainable Development Goals” on 12th October 2020. The Webinar
was attended by over 225 participants. including students and faculty
members from the Department of Sociology and Social work - PG
department.
The department was honored to have Mr. Mohammed Subhan Khan
as the keynote speaker for the day. Mr. Khan shared his insights on the
topic with utmost clarity. After a brief introduction by the emcee Ms.
Asmita Bhattacharya from 1st MSW HRDM, Mr. Mohammed Subhan
Khan began his presentation on the topic. The presentation was
structured into five chapters. The importance of youth in fulfilling
SDGs, the transition from MDGs to SDG and the differences between
them, Anthropocene-the period of change on earth’s surface caused by
human activity, contributions and initiatives of about SDSN and SDSN
Youth and the goals and priorities to be set for sustainability, were the
five chapters respectively. The needs were identified as Education,
Employment and Entrepreneurship, Healthcare, Governance and
Participation, Peace and Personal Security. Finally, Mr. Khan talked
about the different ways to achieve these needs. He further
emphasized the skill of asking questions among youth. The presentation
was followed by an insightful Q&A session. The session was concluded
by a Vote of Thanks delivered by Mr. Aashik Mathews, President of
the DSSW Association.

OCTOBER 18,2020

WEBINAR: VULNERABILITY IN
CHILDREN
THE STUDENTS OF SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL WORK, CHRIST
(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)
ORGANIZED A WEBINAR ON
“VULNERABILITY IN CHILDREN”
ON 18TH OCTOBER 2020, 4:00 PM –
6:00 PM. THE WEBINAR WAS
CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY ON
ZOOM WITH PARTICIPANTS
ACROSS 65 COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS INDIA. THE
WEBINAR WAS OPEN TO
FACULTY MEMBERS, WORKING
PROFESSIONALS, ASPIRING
SOCIAL WORKERS, STUDENTS,
RAINBOW HOMES ASSOCIATES,
AND FACULTY MEMBERS FROM
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL WORK. THE MASTER
OF CEREMONY MS. NIRANJANA S.
FROM 3RD MSW CCP GAVE
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE
STUDENTS. THE SESSION BEGAN
WITH THE WELCOME ADDRESS
BY MS. PATIL CHINMAYEE, 3RD
MSW CCP. MS K ANURADHA
(EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RAINBOW
HOMES) EXPLAINED THE
VULNERABILITY OF CHILDREN
AND THE ROLE OF SOCIAL WORK
STUDENTS IN ADDRESSING THIS
ISSUE.

CITIZENS FOR PUBLIC LEADERSHIP
7TH NOVEMBER 2020

The Department of Sociology and Social Work
organized the webinar ‘Citizens for Public
Leadership’ on 7 November 2020. This webinar
was planned exclusively for the final year students
in the various BA programs. It was conducted by
Prateek Kanwal, Founder, Citizens for Public
Leadership, and Karun Gopinath, Founder,
Collective Consciousness. The webinar commenced
with an introduction by a student. The speaker
Karun Gopinath gave an insight into the fellowship
and its goals. The audience was able to get
detailed insight into the working of CPL, their
achievements so far, as well as future career
trajectories and opportunities available in the field
of public policy. Nearing the end of the session, the
speakers invited queries from the audience. The
session was an engaging one, and provided a
great deal of clarity to the students, piquing their
interest in this field.

DECEMBER 1,2020

WORLD AIDS DAY: LIVE
AWARENESS SESSION
THE STUDENTS OF SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL WORK, CHRIST
(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)
2019-2021 BATCH ORGANIZED A
WEBINAR ON ” HIV AND AIDS
AWARENESS” ON 18TH 1ST
DECEMBER, 2020, 12:30PM IN
VIEW OF WORLD AIDS DAY.
THE SEMINAR WAS ORGANIZED
TO RAISE AWARENESS, SPREAD
KNOWLEDGE AND BUST MYTHS
ASSOCIATED WITH HIV/ AIDS.
WEBINAR WAS OPEN TO
STUDENTS AND FACULTY
MEMBERS FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL WORK. THE SESSION
WAS COORDINATED AND
CONDUCTED BY THE STUDENTS
OF MSW CLINICAL AND
COMMUNITY PRACTICE
STUDENTS FROM THE SENIOR
BATCH WHO HAVE HAD
PREVIOUS INTERNSHIP
EXPERIENCE IN HIV/AIDS
CENTERS (TANVI KISHORE,
SORNA SRUTHI, AKHILA V,
VARSHA, AND ANU JOSEPH).
THE SESSION CONCLUDED WITH
THE WORDS OF JAMES THURBER
“LET US NOT LOOK BACK IN
ANGER, NOR FORWARD IN FEAR,
BUT AROUND IN AWARENESS.”

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE PROJECT “THE SEEKING
FOOTSTEPS” AND WEBINAR ON EQUITY, EQUALITY
AND OPPORTUNITY-3RD DECEMBER 2020
On 3rd December, International Day of Persons with Disability, Seeking Footsteps organized a short
webinar on Equity, Equality, and Opportunity along with the official launch of the project “The
Seeking Footsteps”.
Ms.Aina Kurian delivered the welcoming address for the event. The program started with an
invocation song sung by the team Sunadha ( team of arts and culture at Samarthanam). The Chief
Guest and key speaker for the program Dr. Mahantesh.G.Kivadasannavar, Founder and Chairman,
Samarthanam International, was welcomed and introduced by Ms. Neenu Chacko. Mr. Emmanuel
invited and welcomed Dr. Mahantesh to speak about the international day of persons with disability.
Through his words, he emphasized the importance of having equal opportunity and the need and
importance of equity.
After the initiative was declared launched by the Chief Guest, the website of Seeking Footsteps was
displayed and explained, later the Logo of ‘Seeking Footsteps’ was displayed.
The vote of thanks was delivered by Albin Michael thanking the Chief Guest Dr.
Mahantesh.G.Kivadasannavar, Dr. Victor Paul, HOD Department of sociology and Social work,
Faculty members, Mr. Antlers Alexander, Mr. Jogith Biju Chungath technical supporters and all the
participants.

NATALIA-2020 – DEPARTMENTAL CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION- 23RD DECEMBER 2020
On the 23rd of December 2020, Wednesday, The Association of Christian Christites
(ACC)and The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association (DSSW
Association) hosted the annual departmental Christmas celebration.
The hosts for the day, Sharon Abraham, 1st MSOC, and Sharril Prascila, 2nd MSW
HRDM, introduced the event to the gathering. The event was bestowed by the Lord
Almighty’s blessings as Mary Catherine led the gathering in prayer. Dr. Mary
Tariang, Assistant Professor, Department of social work at Christ(Deemed to be
University), welcomed the audience and this was followed by a welcome address by
Dr. Victor Paul, Head of the Department, Sociology and Social work. The event was
later led to the festive aura as Jennifer Ellen Daniel,1st MSW CCP, hosted an
icebreaker session with games that were Christmas themed.
Fr. Lijo, The ACC faculty member concluded the event by addressing the gathering.
Lastly, Sharril Prascila proposed the Vote of Thanks to extend gratitude towards the
gathering, eminent guests, faculties and students, performers and the both the
associations, the ACC and the DSSW Association, for making the event an enjoyable
one.

THE SOCIAL WORK PRACTITIONER’S MEET 2021
18TH JANUARY 2021
On the 18th of January 2021, the Social Practitioner’s Meet was conducted by the Sociology and
Social Work Department of Christ (Deemed to be University), Bengaluru through a webinar. The
meet started with an introduction by Ms. Shaleen followed by the inaugural song by Ms. Angel Jose.
Dr. Victor Paul (HOD) welcomed all the five panelists (Mr. Muniraju SB, Dr. Rajaram, Dr. O. P.
Goel, Dr. Sanjay Bhattacharya, and Mr. Suresh) from different fields of social work.
Mr. Muniraju SB, one of the Advisors of NITI Aayog, talked about the importance of the
National Council for Social Work and how it regulates the field of social work in India. He implied
that the implementation of this bill would ensure the field presence of professional social workers, to
carry out the activities required. He also talked about the various sectors where social work graduates
can work in, including NGOs, UN organizations, Women and Child Development, Rural
Development, Clinical side, social justice, etc. He further talked about the regulatory body for CSR.
Dr. Sanjay Bhattacharya talked about the relationship between social media and social justice.
Since we are living in a time of new normal due to the Covid Pandemic, social media plays an
important role in bringing out the problems faced by oppressed and marginalized people. It helps in
promoting social support, advocacy for social justice and action, accessibility. The importance of
information exchange between organizations was emphasized and the necessary steps to be taken to
support the voiceless were detailed. The role of young social graduates lies in resolving issues and
reviving the hopes of people by showing to the world the issues faced by them.
Dr. O.P Goel, head of Bosch India Foundation talked about the activities conducted in CSR and
how sustainability is practised through the same. He talked about how it’s better to comply with the
CSR pyramid which deals with economic, legal, ethical and philanthropic activities in order to meet
their social responsibilities.
Mr. Suresh Michael, senior human resources officer at Bharat Electronics, gave some valuable
insights into the human resources field in India. He reiterated the importance of MSW HR personnel
in the field because of their good communication skills. Apart from talking about the human resource
practices, he talked about the importance of the strategic human resources management competency
model in making a profit, building value for the stakeholders and developing the company in
alignment with business strategies, to achieve the goals of the company. HR expertise, interpersonal
proficiency, business-oriented proficiency, leadership navigation and ethical practices were some of the
key pointers that were stressed upon.
Dr. Rajaram finally talked about the clinical practices of social work and the importance of social
workers in the medical field, especially during Covid times. He stressed upon mental health issues
faced by individuals due to the rising cases in the country and how the pandemic has taken a toll on
everyone in the world. He conveyed the importance of moral principles. Every human should try to
be efficient and integrate whatever is learnt with focus, meaning and purpose. In his words, humans
are limitless and we only set limits for ourselves.
Ms. Shaleen and Ms. Asmita took turns in emceeing the with Dr. Amaresha rendering the vote of
thanks.

ALUMNI WEBINAR SERIES – 1 : ENOUGH PLAYING IN
MY YARD; TIME TO DECOLONIZE SOCIAL WORK IN
SOUTH ASIA – 22ND JANUARY 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association of Christ (Deemed to
be University) on 22nd January 2021 from 9.00 am to 10.00 am, initiated and
organized the first webinar of the Alumni webinar series on “Enough playing in
my yard: time to decolonize social work in South Asia.”The Department was
immensely privileged to have Dr. Raj Yadhav for sharing his experiences and
insights with the students of the Department of Sociology and Social Work.
Raj Yadha, Ph.D., is a lecturer in social work at the University of the Sunshine
Coast, Australia. He started by talking about what we know about social work,
and how he knows about social work, the different eyes through which he
perceives it, the context of social work in South Asia, What does it mean by the
decolonization of social work, and an example of the process in South Asia.
Further, the session was concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Ms. Alisha Biju of
2nd MSW HRDM.

PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK WEBINAR SERIES.
EPISODE 1- REFUGEES AND LIVELIHOODS
The Department of Sociology and Social work organized a webinar on Refugees
and Livelihoods on 28th January 2021 from 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm. The speaker
for the webinar was Aditi Sabbarwal who works as a Livelihood Associate
under UNHCR. The Emcee Sanjoli Banerjee 1st MSW CCP started the webinar
and gave an agenda for the webinar. This was then taken over by Mahalakshmi
S 1st MSW HRDM who gave the welcome address and also gave an
introduction about the prestigious speaker for the day Ms. Aditi Sabbarwal, who
is the Livelihood Associate, UNHCR. The webinar commenced by the speaker
Aditi Sabbarwal on Refugees and Livelihood. The speaker addressed the various
refugee livelihood issues in India and the programs available.
She concluded her talk by addressing the role of a social worker to be a multitasker and encouraged us to start small as that is what she believed in. After the
speaker’s keynote address the Q and A session began which was an active
discussion between the students and the speaker. The vote of thanks was then
proposed by Midhun Nair 4th MSW HR.

WEBINAR: PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK WEBINAR
SERIES, EPISODE-2. PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL WORK IN
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association organized the 2nd
INDIA
GRADUATE
ATTRIBUTES
Episode of– the
Professional Social
Work Webinar Series on 30th January 2021.
The topic of discussion was “Psychiatric Social Work In India – Graduate
Attributes” and it was conducted by Dr. Shobana H, MSW, M Phil, Ph.D.,
President of Association of Psychiatric Social Work Professionals and Associate
Professor- Department of Psychiatric Social Work LGBRIMH, Tezpur. The session
commenced at 3:00 pm and was moderated by. Nikita Sandra Gosh from 2nd
MSW CCP. The moderator welcomed the participants to the webinar, followed
by which Dr. Ameresha introduced the speaker.
She concluded by discussing various internship opportunities in the field. The
presentation was followed by an insightful Q and A session. The session
concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Ms. Asmita Battacharya of 2nd
MSW CCP.

ROUNDTABLE 1: THE SOCIAL DILEMMA
FEB 12,2021
The Department of Sociology and Social
Work organized a Roundtable Discussion
on the topic ‘The Social Dilemma- Netflix
Documentary’ on 12th February 2021. The
panelists were students from various
courses within the department- Devraj
Singh Rathore (2nd PSEco), Annet Rose
Anthony (4th PSEco), Suryaveer Singh
Deora (6th PSEco), Nishant Narula (6th
PSEco), Vidhibharat Shah (2nd MSoc), and
Keshavi Agrawal (2nd MSoc). The session
commenced at 4 PM, with an opening note
from the President of the Department of
Sociology and Social Work Association,
Aashik Matthews. Following this, the first
panelist, Keshavi kickstarted the discussion
by giving the audience a prelude to the
topic. She also spoke about the humanalgorithm interaction.

Following this, Devraj talked about how
instant gratification has become a
necessity for many today, and how social
media has become a new addiction. Vidhi
examined the effect of the algorithms
behind social media platforms, and how
they are engineered to induce users to
spend more time on social media.
The session was wrapped up with a
question-answer session open to the
audience and ended at 5:30 PM with a vote
of thanks delivered by Archana. The
roundtable received positive feedback and
was tagged as a success.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHING AND RESEARCH
IN SOCIOLOGY IN INDIA
23RD FEBRUARY 2021
Socius, Applied Sociology Students Collective, DSSA organized the guest lecture ‘The
Development of Teaching and Research in Sociology in India’ by Prof R S Deshpande on 23rd
February 2021. Prof Desphande is the former Director of ISEC and a Rajiv Gandhi National Fellow of
ICSSR. He has worked with various policy bodies of the Government of India and the Government of
Karnataka. He has also been a consultant to various projects of the World Bank, Asian Development
Bank, and Land Equity International and was the Vice-Chairman of the WTO Cell of Karnataka.
The welcome speech and introductory note were delivered by Anshu Pal.
Dr Deshpande started out by outlining the development of sociology by the founding fathers. The
depth of observations, the strength of the theory, the conceptualization of sociological terms by early
scholars are what laid the foundation for the discipline of sociology. He then shifted the focus to the
trends and development of sociology in India. Prof. Deshpande is of the opinion that discussing the
works of prominent sociologists in India chronologically does not reveal trends in the discipline, rather it
is more important to look at the development change in the components of sociology over the years
through the conceptualization and development of concepts.
Three typologies of trends mentioned by Dr. Deshpande are:
Through the schools of sociology
Through gurus - initiators and followers
Through conceptualizations, which would be the primary focus of his talk
British and American were the two international schools of thought. Most of the early sociology
students in India, who later became early generation sociologists did their PhDs in the USA and
Britain, and thus these schools had a great influence on Indian schools. This is similar to the trend seen
in other disciplines in India, like economics There are three prominent Indian schools of sociology. The
first is the Bombay School, which was initiated by Patrick Geddes who held a position in Sociology
and Civics at Bombay University from 1919 to 1925. The second school is the Delhi School of
Economics which had an amalgam of social sciences. The emphasis initially here was on villages,
village economy, rural sociology. The third school is the Lucknow School started by Radhakamal
Mukherjee. He had a deep interest in economics and sociology. He made attempts to bring fieldwork
and empiricism into sociology, long before Srivinas did. Prof Desphande then talked about how
prominent sociologists had specific methods and areas they specialized in, and often their students
would be ardent followers of these methods, thereby creating a ‘cult’. He believes that colonization,
cult creation, and politicization are present in every social science. He further discussed trends through
conceptualization, detailing them in order.
Prof Deshpande concluded the session by explaining the need for Indianisation of sociology,
Indianised methodologies, and an understanding of Indian societies from an insider’s perspective, and
the need to teach both sides of a concept - both its merits and its criticisms as well. The highly
informative lecture was followed by an interesting Q&A session where attendees asked questions on
the role sociology can play in policymaking and transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary trends in
sociology.
The session was concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Anshu Pal.

ROUNDTABLE 2: WHY WE SHOULD ALL BE
FEMINISTS – 25TH FEBRUARY 2021
The Department of Sociology
and Social Work organized the
second roundtable of this
academic year on the topic –
‘Why we should all be
feminists, on 25th February
2021. The panelists were
students from various courses
within the department- Ananya
Sunil Nair (2nd PSEco), Pooja A
(4th PSEco), Shifa Mohammad
(4th PSEco), Gurneesh Arora
(6th PSEco), and Tina Maria
Dsouza (2nd MSoc). The role of
moderator was taken up by
Nithya R. from 4th MSoc.

The session commenced at
4 PM with a welcoming
note from Ahana
Mukherjee, followed by an
introduction to the topic
and an overview of
feminism by Nithya. The
session came to end, with
all the panelists giving a
concluding note and with a
vote of thanks given by
Archana. This roundtable
proved to be a great
success, and the audience
gained well-rounded
information on the topic of
discussion.

CHRIST WOMAN
OF THE YEAR, 2021

The Department of Sociology and Social
Work Association of Christ, on March 6th,
celebrated International women’s day by
hosting the event, Christ woman of the year
2021, consecutively for the third year. It was
conducted in the Central Campus, Bangalore,
of Christ (Deemed To Be) University. The host
welcomed the gathering and introduced the
agenda for the event. The event began with a
prayer song, offered by Rishi and Tina from
the department. This was followed by a
welcome address, given by Ahana Mukharjee.
She talked about the importance of
celebrating women’s international day and
detailed this year’s theme, “Women in
leadership achieving an equal future in
Covid”.
Prof. Hemalatha, who played a key role in
planning the event, then took the stage to
deliver a few words regarding the necessity
of celebrating this event every year. She
acknowledged the celebration of “Christ
woman of the year” as a worthy tradition and
traced world history to pinpoint when women
started protesting against the long working
hours and pay. She emphasized how as a
world, we have made long strides and the
importance of continuing in this direction to
create a future with equal rights. The
professor also directed attention towards the
increasing number of powerful women,
across ages, in all spheres, be it online,
industry, or political. She encouraged women
to amplify their voices and remember the
theme of the women’s campaign, “Choose to
challenge’, through which we need to
continue to celebrate women’s achievements.

This enlightening address was followed by the HOD, Dr. Victor Paul
who introduced esteemed awardees. The awardees are from three
categories: faculty, support staff, and housekeeping, to recognize
women’s efforts in different university sectors. The HOD expressed his
gratitude to the association members and staff and invited the
respected Vice-Chancellor to honor the awardees.
He introduced the first awardee, Dr. Suniti Phadke, the current chief
advisor in the office of internal affairs. She holds a Ph.D. in the area of
management and obtained her MBA from New York University. She
has played an important role in conceiving and implementing plans
that helped develop connections with international universities. Being
the Dean of the MBA program, she was instrumental in introducing
initiatives like developing business analysis, the introduction of
management labs, research cells, and a system for documentation.
The second awardee, Ms. Cimimol Jacob, is the program manager in
the IT section of the university. She has served in the university for ten
years and has experience ranging from 20 years in the IT profession.
The HOD identified the awardee as a critical driver behind
technological innovations and who has been responsible for the
smooth functioning of the online platform, KP. The third awardee, Ms.
Pattamal, the head of the university’s housekeeping staff, was praised
for punctuality, sincerity, and is solely responsible for unifying the
management and housekeeping section of the university.
The Vice-Chancellor honored the esteemed recipients with awards
and tokens of appreciation and then delivered his address. He began
his speech by acknowledging the struggles of women and extended
his sincere gratitude to all awardees. He praised each of the awardees
for their respective efforts, to Dr. Suniti for increasing the visibility of
Christ (Deemed To Be) University on the international horizon, to Ms.
Cimimol for being a silent backbone and helping in the constant
innovation, and to Ms.Pattamal for her love and care towards the
students. Dr. Anil Joseph Pinto, the Registrar, who supported the
planning and implementation of the event, remarked that the award’s
value lies in the valuable contributions offered by the recipients of the
award. He congratulated each of the awardees and appreciated them
for their dedication, professionalism, innovation, and constant effort.
He further acknowledged the importance of a nurturing and
supportive environment for women’s empowerment and appreciated
the Vice-Chancellor for providing the same in the University.
Prof. Suniti expressed her sincere gratitude and talked about the
importance of women’s day. She raised the question, whether the day
is still relevant and answered this question with alarming facts about
women’s position in today’s society and the things yet to be done. She
further listed some role models and encouraged men to change their
mindset, to start the change from the grassroots level. Ms. Cinimol
expressed her gratitude to her superior officers, department, team
members, university, and family members; She further dedicated the
honor to her team members. Ms. Pattamal expressed her gratitude to
supervisors and the university for the opportunity and remarked on
her happiness in doing her work.
The event was concluded by a vote of thanks delivered by Niranjana
on behalf of the department of sociology and social work association
of Christ (Deemed to be) University.

16 MARCH 2021

THE SOCIAL WORK
EDUCATION BILL: A BEACON
TO STRENGTHENING SOCIAL
WORK PROFESSION IN INDIA

The Department of Sociology and Social Work
Association organized the talk The Social Work
Education Bill: A Beacon to Strengthening Social
Work Profession in India on 16th March 2021 on
the occasion of International Social Work Day. The
theme for 2021 is Ubuntu: I am because we are;
Strengthening

social

solidarity

and

global

connectedness, which is the first of the 2020 –
2030 Global Agenda for Social Work and Social
Development.
The session commenced at 03:00 pm as Ms.
Angel sang the invocation song further Ms.
Dhanusha delivered the welcome address. This
was followed by a message from Dr. Victor Paul,
Head of the Department of Sociology and Social
Work. He spoke about how Ubuntu signifies the
social work spirit and how our future is dependent
on the co-building of the community.
Dr. Hemalatha introduced the topic of discussion,
how this bill can be taken forward, she also
shared her experience from a senior professional
view on how important is this bill for a social
worker, what are the ramifications that will follow
the bill and wind up by welcoming the esteemed
guest speakers.
The first speaker was Dr. Sanjai Bhatt, Founder,
and Former President of, National Association of
Professional Social Workers in India (NAPSWI);
Former HoD, Department of Social Work, Delhi
School of Social Work. He spoke about all the bills
and endeavours that the profession endured from
the nineteen sixties till date and spoke in detail
about the recent Social Work bill.
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The second speaker was Dr. Ipe Varghese,
General Secretary, Kerala Association of
Professional Social Workers (KAPS); HoD,
Department of Social Work, BCM College,
Kottayam. Dr. Ipe stressed the importance
of maintaining standards in the social
work profession and the importance of
social workers themselves identifying
themselves as professionals he reemphasized that self-perception would be
an important step in social work attaining
professional status.

The third speaker of the day was Mr. Aashik
Mathews President, Sociology and Social
Work Association, Christ (Deemed to be
University). He provided an overview of all
the initiatives and activities undertaken by
the Department of Sociology and Social Work
at Christ (Deemed to be University) like the
professional seminar series that provide
budding social workers of the department to
listen to the experiences of social work
practitioners with vast experience in various
types of social work.

ROUNDTABLE 3: SOCIAL WORK- RESPONSES
TO COVID-19 – 16 MARCH 2021
The third student roundtable of the
year conducted by the Department
of Sociology and Social work
Association was held on 16th
March 2021, from 12 PM to 1:30
PM. The panelists were students
from different Master’s programs
within the department- Niranjana S.
(4th MSW CCP), Midhun Madhu Nair
(4th MSW HRDM), Srividhya R. (2nd
MSW HRD) and Sanjoli Banerjee
(2nd MSW CCP). The session was
moderated by Aashik Mathews,
President of Association.

After the panelists ended their
discussion, Dr. Victor Paul, HOD of the
Department of Sociology and Social
Work addressed the gathering.
Expressing his extreme appreciation
for the students of Social work for
their effort in conducting such
informative sessions and all the
panelists for their insights and
observations, Dr.Victor Paul praised
the students’ spirits to fly high even
during such pandemics. Finally, Aashik
concluded the session with a vote of
thanks to all the panelists, attendees
and organisers of the event.

ANNUAL SOCIOLOGY LECTURE SERIES - LECTURE 1
THE NECESSITY OF THEORY
18TH MARCH 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association and Socius,
Applied Sociology Students Collective organised the first lecture of the
Annual Sociology Lecture Series on 18th March 2021. The lecture was on
the topic ‘The Necessity of Theory’ and was delivered by Prof Dilip M
Menon.
Archana Jayaprakash from 4th MSOC welcomed the gathering and
introduced the speaker. This was followed by Prof Victor Paul delivering the
introductory note.
Prof Dilip Menon began by talking about the uniqueness of the
theoretical imagination of sociology and the diverse ways in which it has
been used to explain the social world. He focused on the unique conditions
of theorising in India, a diverse, colonial space. He elaborated on how the
colonial influence has shaped the way Indian sociological thought has been
shaped; it has been a mixture of elements like the colonisation of thought,
and questioning of the knowledge received from colonial forces, like the
colonial archives. He highlighted the role of oral histories in constructing
theories on Indian societies.
Prof Dilip also discussed the Europhone Theory and the influence
European and other Western histories have had on the narration of India’s
history. There has been a change in how we understand communities,
societies, and individuals. Our focus now is more on the atomisation of
human beings. He discussed all these aspects with several examples and
then went on to remind everyone of the continued relevance of sociology in
a rapidly changing India, where there are many societies changing in a
multitude of ways.
Prof Dilip’s talk thus touched on many areas of theorisation and the
unique conditions and challenges faced in theorising India. His thoughtprovoking talk was followed by a fruitful Q&A session. Nithya from 4th
MSOC proposed the vote of thanks.

ROUNDTABLE 4 - SUSTAINABLE LIVING: TOWARDS
A BETTER WORLD EVERYDAY 22ND MARCH 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work conducted its fourth student roundtable of the academic year 2020-21 on
Monday, 22nd March 2021. The panelists were Niyanta Desai (6th EPS), Manisha D (2nd MSW-HR), Rahil Parekh (2nd
PSEco), Ahana Mukherjee (2nd MSoc), and Nishaanthini M. (2nd MSW CCP). The moderator was Suryaveer Singh
Deora from 6th PSEco
The session started with an introduction to the topic by Teethi Nag, who gave the audience a background on the topic and
introduced the key speakers for the day. The first speaker was Ahana, who spoke about what exactly is sustainable living
and why it is important for our future. She also outlined the importance that the youth play in perpetuating this issue.
PANELISTS’ INSIGHTS
Sustainable Lifestyle at Home
Manisha spoke about how consumers can collectively influence companies, by choosing to say no to polluting products.
Next, Nishaanthini gave deep insights into the topic of sustainable practices at home. She spanned over electricity
consumption at home, plastic usage, water purifier systems, and much more. She also highlighted how meat consumption is
detrimental to society. She gave tips to the audience, like switching to bamboo toothbrushes over plastic ones, installing
rainwater harvesting systems and solar panels, and concluded her inputs by urging everyone to adopt such practices.
Sustainability Goals and their Importance
Rahil took up this topic, emphasizing on building a future that is efficient and in harmony with the environment.
Sustainable goals go hand in hand with social goals like gender equality. Moreover, minimalism also is connected to
sustainable living, as it has to do with doing the most with the least resources.
Food Industry and Sustainable Practices
Ahana talked about the food industry. She started off by explaining organic food, and although it is completely
environment-friendly, it is not affordable. The water resources are also heavily stressed, and expected to last only for the
next 30 years or so. Plus, the world is facing water scarcity for around 4.7 million all over the world. Virtual water is the
water required for the process of producing food, and a lot of this water is wasted. Hence, the food industry also stresses
already depleting natural resources. She further iterated how groundwater and freshwater resources are being
overexploited by governments. Moving on, she spoke about the various methods that can be used to replenish these water
resources. Sustainable packaging is also an emerging concern for many companies today. Rahil continued this topic by
speaking about organizations that are propagating sustainable practices. Many start-ups are working toward sustainable
agriculture and renewable energy.
Fashion Industry’s Impact
Manisha addressed how society induces us to consume more fashion products than we actually need. Also, the fashion
industry is one among the leading waste producers in the world, with the third largest carbon emissions and being the
second largest water consumer worldwide. A single pair of jeans and a cotton t-shirt can take up to 30,000 litres.
Moreover, many garments are made of plastic based materials and particles from this enter the water bodies when we
watch them. Several corporations make claims that they are green, but this is not always true. Manisha further suggested
tips each person can follow to reduce fashion consumption and brought up an idea for a club where students can swap
clothes to be ‘green’ in fashion.
Sustainability in Developed and Underdeveloped Countries
Niyanta gave the audience an overview of the scenario and spoke at length about the state of developing countries.
They are more vulnerable and have a lack of financial resources to cope with natural calamities. Climate change and its
various calamities are one of the major causes of many deaths, globally and annually. The gender issue is also rampant in
climate change issues, as women and girls are more vulnerable to the ill-effects of climate change. She posed the question
‘should countries with historical responsibility for emission be obliged to compensate?’
She further iterated that the need of the hour is that developed nations must spearhead the attempts toward fighting
climate change and pave the way for developing countries to do the same. Post this, Suryaveer opened the floor for
questions from the audience. Finally, Manisha spoke about consumer behaviour and how we need to change. She also said
that collectively, consumers can coerce organizations to take actions that are environment-friendly. Ahana added to this and
talked about biodiversity issues and other various issues that are present today. The session was wrapped up by Suryaveer
with a concluding note and a vote of thanks. It was a fruitful session and provided great insight on the topic of discussion.

PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK WEBINAR SERIES, EPISODE
3 BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS - ESSENTIAL CONTEXT AND
FUTURE DIRECTIONS
25TH MARCH 2021
On account of ‘Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and Racial
Discrimination’, the Department of Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be
University) organized a webinar on “Business & Human Rights-essential context and future
directions” on 25th March 2021 from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
The intent of the webinar was to provide a common platform with an expert from the field to
discuss the importance of human rights and responsible human resource management in
business. The Department was immensely privileged to have Mr. Viraf Mehta share his
experiences and insights with the aspiring HR as well as Social Work professionals of the
Department of Sociology and Social Work. Ms. Sahana S from 4th MSW HR began the
session by welcoming the Speaker, the HOD, faculty members and all the fellow participants.
She moderated the session. Ms. Sharon from 4th MSW HR invoked the blessings of Almighty.
with a verse from the song ‘What About Us’.
The HOD, Prof. Dr. Victor Paul addressed the gathering, talking about the resource person and
shedding light on the relevance of Human Rights as a hallmark for today’s business world. Hw
emphasised the importance of the commitment to upholding it at all times. Ms. Archana Raja
from 4th MSW HR introduced and welcomed the resource person.
Post the introductions, Mr Viraf Mehta began with the session.
He started with a strong message that not upholding Human Rights in the context of
Business amounts to modern-day slavery. He spoke about his journey from the last two
decades on how things in regards to recognizing Human Rights as an irreplaceable component
has come about. He maintained that whenever we think of Business, the associated notion of
Human Rights should automatically come to us. Furthermore, the 21st century is where we are
acknowledging its due importance, making it a transition period for all of us. He claimed that
the Draft norms prepared by the United Nations had proved ineffective and a fresh new
perspective was the need of the hour. This mounting challenge was undertaken by the then
Secretary-General, Mr Kofi Annan who had set up a task force for the revision of the norms.
He highlighted how we must always look for the highest level of ethical standards in our
business. He also mentioned the RTI Rules of 2012 and BRR Framework, both of which have
been a pedestal in responsible reporting of non-financial performance for all the listed
companies – private as well as the public sector.
Human Rights are something that exist independent of what the State does or what the
national policies mandate. For businesses, they need to align their goals with the Human Rights
approach itself, Mr Viraf maintained.
An insightful Q&A session followed Mr Viraf Mehta's presentation. Ms. Neelima K M of 4th
MSW HR concluded the session with a short vote of thanks.

ALUMNI WEBINAR SERIES-2. HRM: ITS EVOLUTION AND TRENDS
27TH MARCH 2021

On the 27th of March, the Sociology and Social Work Association of the
Department Of Sociology and Social Work, organized an Episode 2 of the
Alumni webinar Series on HRM: Its evolution and trends, graced by speaker Mr.
Joel Sebastian, Human Resource Business Partner at CGI – alumnus of the batch
of MSW 2005-2007 from CHRIST (Deemed to be University). The
commencement of the meeting was at 2:30 P.M. Given a warm welcome speech
by Dr. Hemalatha Ma’am for the speaker, the hosts of the webinar Chinamyee
and Mithun Nair from MSW Introduced the speaker and without any further
delay Mr. Joel took up the meeting.
The session was further concluded with students having their questions, and
expressed their immense gratitude for having Mr. Joel Sebastian to conduct the
session and for introducing a topic that is very essential in today’s society for
students of different backgrounds. The vote of thanks was delivered by Mithun
Nair. The meeting was concluded at 3:45 P.M.

ALUMNI WEBINAR SERIES 3 : SOCIAL WORK CASE
MANAGEMENT – 30 MARCH 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association of Christ (Deemed to
be University) hosted Episode 03 of the Alumni webinar series on ‘Social Work
Case Management’ on March 30, 2021 from 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm.
Prof. Cyril John and Prof. Bharathi extended a warm welcome to the resource
person. Miss. Soji James addressed the session with an introductory speech about
the subject. She explained what social work is and included a detailed
introduction to AASW’s Social Work Case Management along with the scope of
case management. Following this, she discussed a classic scenario to provide an
in-depth understanding of how a case study is carried out from the entire
process, including the importance of social work support, assessment, and action,
and how it is carried out.
Miss James provided a thorough overview of the various forms of social work
fields that exist in Australia, as well as how to become a registered social worker
there.
Following the lecture, an insightful Q&A session was held. Midhun Nair, 4th
MSW HR delivered the Vote of Thanks and concluded the session.

ANNUAL SOCIOLOGY LECTURE SERIES - LECTURE 3
TALES OF THE FIELD: DOING ETHNOGRAPHY TODAY
30TH MARCH 2021
The Annual Sociology Lecture Series held by the Department of Sociology and Social Work
Association conducted its third lecture on the 30th of March, Tuesday from 4:30 to 6 pm. Dr
Nilika Mehrotra conducted the lecture series on the topic, “Tales of the field: Doing
ethnography today”. It was a highly enlightening session that was attended by many students
from the Sociology and Social works department.
Dr Nilika Mehrotra started the session by briefly explaining what ethnography means. It is a
process of fieldwork and monograph writing. She highlighted that ethnography is a research
design. Dr Mehrotra further answered a common question of whether ethnography and
qualitative methods are the same by pointing that the former is not the same as a survey but
can be considered as a component. She went on to detail the two types of ethnography, little
and big ethnography. In classical anthropology, ethnography is an understanding of both the
people and communities, for instance, religions, urban space, hospital and so on. Therefore for
ethnography careful selection of fields in a natural setting in a social space is key.
Dr Mehrotra then moved on to tracing the history of Ethnography in Sociology and
Anthropology. Dr Mehrotra also drew attention to the many kinds of literature available on
even the local communities, which the ethnographers can use as a reference to prepare
research questions. However, Ethnography is a research methodology that is very flexible and
therefore the questions can be modified according to the social setting. In such a case, Dr
Mehrotra emphasizes how ethnographers need to have different strategies for different social
settings and different types of data. From her personal experience, she pointed out that
researchers who are older, experienced and are socially skilled make better ethnographers.
Nowadays Visual anthropology and visual photography are useful tools to collect data. To
ensure the validity of data cross-checking, triangulation and interpretation, self introspection and
self-criticism are very important. She went on to talk about the ways technology is being used
today in this field, for jotting down notes.
Dr Mehrotra pointed out various challenges that lie in the way of carrying out ethnographic
studies. These include over-participation, difficulty in taking sides, the lack of access to
specialised knowledge, and more.
With this, Dr Mehrotra wrapped up the session, saying that ethnography is imbibing more
and more usage of digital sources and only time will tell how the future of this field is going to
look. Following this, Neha Ashar thanked Ma’am for the insightful lecture and opened the floor
for questions from the audience. The audience actively engaged and an informative discussion
ensued. Questions regarding perspectives (etic and emic), disabilities,over-participation and
more were asked. Dr Mehrotra answered the questions in detail and supplemented them with
examples from personal experiences and anecdotes. Post the question-answer session, a vote of
thanks was delivered by Neha and the session came to a close.

ROUNDTABLE 5 - RESISTANCE AGAINST SUBSTANCE ABUSE:
THE NEED FOR YOUTH ACTION
8TH APRIL 2021
The Roundtable Series held by the Department of Sociology and Social Work
Association conducted its fifth session on the 8th of April 2021, Thursday, from 4:00 to
5:30 pm. The event began with an introductory note by Keshavi, following which a new
Initiative by the Sociology and Social Work Association- CASA (Christites against
Substance Abuse) was announced. This initiative is undertaken with the vision to
contribute towards creating and maintaining a campus environment that is free from
substance abuse. CASA is committed to its mission of building an active community of
volunteers, peer educators, faculties experts, and counselors dedicated to raising
awareness about issues involving substance. Keshavi further invited faculty members
Amaresha C Sir and Reenamerin Cherian Mam to share their views on Substance
Abuse.
Pooja, the event moderator, took over the event and introduced the panelists for the
day. They were Laksheta from MSW HR, Gokul Nair from 2nd PSEco, Harshil Sanghal
from 4th PSEco, and Bhanu Bhasin from MA Sociology. Laksheta brought up multiple
arguments and questions regarding awareness and the amount of awareness. She
further says that information should strictly be controlled according to ethical
considerations.
Afterward, Gokul Nair from 2nd PSEco was invited to talk about his views on
substance abuse. He started with the technical uses of drugs that comply with
recreational uses and meditational uses and how it has specific dosages in which it is
helpful to us. His main argument revolved around how peer pressure turns someone into
a hole of substance. He looked at both sides of peer pressure and how it can be good
and bad.
The next panelist was Harshal from 4th PSEco, who talked about the psychological
aspect of substance abuse. In his pitch, he says that you feel a certain way, which you
would not have felt otherwise when you ingest some drug into your body. He further
categorizes drugs into four different categories and expands the conversation into what
those drugs do. At last, Bhanu from MA Sociology shared his thoughts on the policy
aspects of substance abuse. He stated that India needs strict imposition of the existing
laws which are kept there to avoid giving young people access to substances like
tobacco. In the end, panellists were invited to give their concluding remarks on the topic.
Then Dr. Victor Paul was called upon the screen to give his remarks on the whole event.
The event went into a question and answer session where the audience (students)
asked respective questions to the panellists. With the guidance and support of the
faculties worked along with the foundation to make the event a success.

ANNUAL SOCIOLOGY LECTURE SERIES - LECTURE 6
SOCIOLOGY AND WAYS OF SEEING THE WORLD: WHEN
THE ART OF LEARNING BECOMES A CELEBRATION
9TH APRIL 2021
Socius (Applied Sociology Students Collective) and Department of Sociology
and Social Work Association of CHRIST (Deemed to be University)
organized an Online Annual Lectures series starting from the 18th of March
to 9th April. Some of the top sociologists, academicians, and researchers in the
country joined the event. Dr. Avijith Pathak addressed the topic ‘Sociology and
the Ways of Seeing the World: When the Art of Learning Becomes a
Celebration’ on the 9th of April from 4 P.M to 5:30 P.M.
Mr. Pathak began the session with how students should understand the word
“celebration” in relation to academics. Sometimes it doesn’t excite the students
as education is viewed as an ultimate compulsion and learning is more
celebrated. According to Mr. Pathak, through our own educational
experiences, we can see how the entire education system has faults. Later he
addressed questions on how there arises an understanding education system
such as what it means to pursue humanities or sociology in a world of
commerce, economics and other superior subjects. Unlike techno-science,
subjects like the social sciences, humanities and related subjects produce
emancipation over domination. Mr. Pathak spoke extensively on how sociology
is seen as a subject of science but by not being technical, we are able to
understand subjectivity which brings empathy, unlike techno-science subjects.
Mr. Pathak concluded the session by talking about how we can keep the
windows of consciousness open. The session was ended with interactive
questions and answers.

GENDER INCLUSIVITY WORKSHOP REPORT
13TH APRIL 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association of Christ (Deemed to
be University) on 13th April 2021 from 4:00 pm to 6.00 pm, initiated and
organized the first workshop of the Equality, Diversity & Inclusivity Unit, under
the Gender and Sexuality Cell on the Topic “Gender Inclusivity”
The workshop was conducted by Dr. Ivan John who is a professor at Sophia
College (Autonomous), Mumbai. He is an active part of the LGBT+ movement
in Mumbai, and he was awarded a PhD in Sociology from Mumbai University
on the topic “Gay Movement with reference to Mumbai’. Currently, he is
working towards a doctorate in Education ~ with a focus on Gender Inclusivity in
Education.
The workshop included an interactive session. Students asked several questions
based on gender inclusivity which gave better clarity and understanding of these
concepts. Hence, this session was extremely helpful and informative in nature and
was appreciated by everyone who participated and joined the session.

PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK WEBINAR SERIES,
EPISODE 4
CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH:
SKILLS AND GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES IN WORKING
WITH CHILDREN
15TH APRIL 2021
The Department of Sociology and Social Work Association conducted the 4th
Episode of the Professional Social Work Webinar Series on 15 April 2021. The topic
of discussion was “Childhood and Adolescent Mental Health: Skills and Graduate
Attributes in Working with Children” by Dr. Seema P Uthaman, HOD of Psychiatric
Social Work, IMHANS, Calicut. The session commenced at 2:30 pm, moderated by.
Jane Chelsea from 2nd MSW CCP. Dr. Victor Paul delivered the welcoming note,
post which Dhanusha from 2nd MSW CCP introduced the speaker. Dr.
Seema P Uthaman began the session by addressing questions like - “who is a child?
Can children have mental health issues? How is it different from that of the adults?”.
She explained the age classifications of children and adolescents, and how the
manifestations of mental health illnesses might differ within age groups.
The main focus of the discussion was on childhood and adolescent mental health:
skills and graduate attributes in working with children. She mentioned the specialties
of a child while working with them, these included; limited vocabulary, fear towards
the treating team, often directed by adult supervisors and most importantly they are
a part of a ‘System’.
Further, she explained that problems seen in children are divided into three
categories; developmental, Emotional and Behavioural. As the discussion was taken
forward Dr. Seema emphasized the role of Social Workers for children and
adolescent mental health. This included working with children, parents, school,
different agencies, community and legal systems. Skills required to work with children
include passion, expertise, patience, ability to appreciate, communication skills and
openness. The discussion concluded with a take-home message “Remember that what
happens in early childhood and adolescence can impact on that person for the rest of
their lives”. Post this, Dr. Seema answered queries by the participants on the topic.
The session ended with a vote of thanks by Megha Murukan, 4th MSW HR.

INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON ADOLESCENT
WELLBEING 19TH APRIL 2021
In collaboration with the Office of International Affairs, the Department of
Sociology and Social Work of Christ (Deemed to be University) organized an
International webinar on 'Adolescent Wellbeing' on 21st April 2021, from 6.30
pm to 7.45 pm.
The Department was immensely privileged to have Prof.Patricia Criswell of
Western Michigan University share her thoughts and ideas with the budding
social workers of the Department of Sociology and Social Work. Ms. Juliyanna
Manchari of 2nd MSW CCP moderated the session.
Prof. Leena Fukey, Associate Director of Office of International Affairs
welcomed the participants to the event, followed by which, the HOD. Prof.
Victor Paul addressed the gathering by speaking about the relevance of
addressing adolescent wellbeing in this pandemic situation.
Prof.Patricia Criswell spoke specifically about emotional wellbeing in
adolescents. She started by detailing adolescent struggles, their causes, and
how we can help them as social workers through Engaging, Assessing, and
Intervening. Prof.Patricia further elaborated and spoke about these three steps
in detail. In terms of engaging, she dwelled on the considerations, strategies,
and application of micro
skills. She also talked about the assessment considerations like solution-focused
questions and the requirement of the family. She proposed multiple
intervention strategies, interventions for Anxiety and Depression, mainly the Big
5 (Sleeping, Eating, Screen Time, Exercise, and Connections).
An enriching Q&A session followed the informative session.
Ms. Parvathy of 2nd MSW CCP delivered the Vote of Thanks and concluded
the session.

SAMBANDH 2021: DEBATE COMPETITION
24TH APRIL 2021
Sambandh is the annual undergraduate fest organized by the
Department of Sociology and Social Work Association. The word ‘Sambandh’
translates to ‘Relationships’ and is a celebration of the ties that keep us bound
together. This year, Sambandh 2021 took place online on 24th and 26th April
2021 and aimed to explore and celebrate the future of relationships not just
between humans but also those we have with our environment, in the context
of a pandemic and post-pandemic world.
As part of Sambandh 2021, a Debate Competition was organized on Saturday,
24th April 2021 on the topic ‘this house believes that censorship restricts
freedom of speech and expression.’A total of four teams competed for the Best
Debating Team Award. The judging panel included Nikhita Jindal, a Research
Scholar at the Department of Sociology and Social Work, and Shankar Varma,
a Research Scholar at the Department of Economics, CHRIST (Deemed to be
University).
Neha Shetty and Renibi Mukhia were declared the title winners, followed by
Harshil Sanga and Pooja A in the 2nd position. The house witnessed an
insightful and powerful debate on one of the most discussed topics in
contemporary India. The teams gave an insightful deliberation exploring various
aspects of censorship, freedom of speech and expression, and the importance of
dissent in a democracy.
The winning team debated in favor of the motion that censorship is a threat to
dissent and the fundamental right of a citizen to free speech. They argued that
the censorship operating in various domains of society has grievously hampered
public debate which is an important part of modern liberal democracies. They
also explored how such actions have affected cinema and other creative
domains and that such restrictions are often illegal and arbitrary. The rebuttal
and question-answer session following the debate also presented some crucial
questions regarding the state of freedom of speech and expression in
contemporary India. The competition gave a platform for students to voice their
opinions and sharpen their debating and communication skills.

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPION 2021
26TH APRIL 2021
Sustainability Champion was organized as part of the SAMBANDH
2021 on Monday, 26th April 2021 on Google Meet. The event encouraged
students to develop creative solutions around critical topics relating to
sustainability. Youth action and innovation are playing a crucial role in shaping
the post-pandemic world. A total of 4 teams registered for the competition. The
contestants were given 24 hours to come up with an innovative and creative plan
that could help the city of Bengaluru overcome the current crisis situation. The
final round saw a total of 10 participants in 2 teams working on developing a
social entrepreneurship plan that could help the government deal with the current
COVID-19 crisis. The judging panel included Priyanka Kaushik, Research Scholar,
and Christina Francis, Research Scholar at the Department of Sociology and
Social Work Association, CHRIST (Deemed to be University).
Divyajyoti, Harshil, Pranay, Pooja, and Upasana are the title winners of
Sustainability Champion 2021. They developed a plan to provide a one-stop
solution for all COVID-19 care and updates by digitising every step involved. The
vast amount of information related to COVID-19 and the constant worry about
the authenticity of information is without a doubt a major concern. Through their
project, MediQuick, the team aims to provide a digital forum that will not only
act as an information and help centre but will also be a tool to aid COVID-19
medical care and increase transparency in the treatment process.
Neha Shetty, Geethika Nair, Sneha Ravishankar, and Diya Elizabeth Dennis
were awarded the second position. The plan formulated by this team was titled,
‘Project Phoenix,’ a unique hospital management set up which comprises Efficient
Hospital Management System (All PHC’S and Govt hospitals) for a social cause.
The competition provided a platform for budding entrepreneurs to present their
ideas and receive guidance from an expert panel. Sustainability Champion 2021
discussed various aspects of public health, one of the most important crises faced
by present-day society. At a time when the city and all its institutions are
struggling in the fight against the second wave of the Novel Coronavirus, the
competition gave an opportunity to students to think and reflect on what they
can contribute to help their city in tackling the COVID-19 crisis.
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